China’s Maritime Forces

by

Manfred Meyer

Yo

-ﬁ'@, - = . - " I -u. 56 20
= B — :
- A compilation of all ships and boats of the Chinese Navy, Coast Guard and other state authorities and agencies

N




Modern China’s Maritime Forc

A compilation of all ships and boats of the Qine av

Coast Guard and other state authoriti n en

by

Manfred Mey

All rights reserved. Produced in the USA.

No part of this book may be reproduced or/used i C eans without permission in writing from the publisher.
The author of Modern Ch wer questions about the book. He can be reached in care of The Admiralty Trilogy Group at AdTrGroup@aol.com. Visit our website
at www.AdmiraltyTril

Cover: Ex-Russian Pro . ier Liaoning (16) with two Type 52C Luyang II class guided missile destroyers, Haikou (171) in the foreground and Zhengzhou (151) in the background, and one
Type 054 A guided missile frigate, Yantai ( during PLAN exercises in late March 2018.

Back Cover: Flag of the People on Army Navy and the badges of various Chinese maritime agencies. These are usually carried on the funnel.



Modern China’s Maritime Forces

Table of Contents
Page
Table of Contents 2
Foreword by Dr. Andrew Erickson 3
Acknowledgments 3
About the Author 0 3
Map of South China Sea Areas Claimed by China, Map of Chinese Fleet Headquarters and Areas of Responsibility 4
Sidebars
Abbreviations used in this book, Armament notations, Ship Types, Ship Drawings Scales 5
Chinese Ship Names and Labels 6
Chinese Equipment Designations 8
Chinese Fleet Assignments 10
People’s Army Liberation Navy
Aircraft Carriers 11
Cruisers 12
Destroyers 12
Frigates 17
Corvettes 19
Submarines 20
Small Fighting Vessels 24
Minesweepers 26
Amphibious ships and landing vessels 28
Auxiliary Vessels 33
Civilian and Quasi-Civilian Research Vessels 60
State-Owned Passenger and Transport Ships 72
China Coast Guard 73
China Maritime Surveillance 87
China Fisheries Law Enforcement Command 92
Sansha City United Law Enforcement Unit 99
China Customs Administration 100
China Maritime Safety Administration 102

China Rescue Service and Salvage Bureau

M. Meyer, 2016




Modern China’s Maritime Forces

Foreword by Dr. Andrew Erickson

Ships are the ultimate embodiment of maritime strategy. Today, China’s maritime forces have the most ships of any nation. This pathbre
dented detail, making it an invaluable reference for all who seek to understand Beijing’s seaward surge and its manifold implications.

While remaining shackled to undeniable geostrategic realities on land, and hemmed in by “island chains” surrounding peripheral seas,
and military dimensions. It is arguably the first continental power in two millennia to become a successful hybrid land-sea power ar*e ¥ ably. Rather than operate
freely on exterior lines like such geographically advantaged sea powers as the United States, the United Kingdom, and Japan, China ines in a way that currently
cross the Indo-Pacific and nascent global

To pursue these radiating ripples of maritime interests and activities, China draws on three sea forces, each the maritime
Army Navy (PLAN), (2) China Coast Guard (CCQG), and (3) People’s Armed Forces Maritime Militia (PAFMM). Each Chines
China’s first and second sea forces, the PLAN and CCG, which contain the vast majority of its purpose-built government vesséls.

China’s ship numbers matter, greatly. First, China increasingly enjoys both quantity and quality at sea. In recent years China has ar shipbuilding that produced crude Soviet-style
sing numbers of sophisticated platforms. But the CCG

and PAFMM are also modernizing significantly. Of China’s three sea forces, its coast guard has grown the most rapldly in numbers and enj greatest global numerical superiority.

China’s shipbuilding juggernaut, powered by what until very recently was indisputably the world’s fastest-growing multi-trillion-dollar economy, has sustained rapid modernization of all three
sea forces even as numbers of modern vessels grow substantially. China’s commercial shipbuilding juggerna overhead costs for construction of all three sea forces’ vessels, an impossibil-
ity for America’s military-focused shipbuilding industry. CCG construction is thus both economical and eff 1al off-the-shelf drivetrains and electronics, together with a lack of complex
combat systems and weapons, facilitate rapid assembly with multiple units constructed simu

Second, when it comes to deployment, even the most advanced ship simply cannot be i ace . bers matter significantly when it comes to maintaining presence and in-

fluence in vital seas. This is particularly true regarding the growing Sino-American strategic co i ¢ e Uni es is playing a distant away game. U.S. Coast Guard cutters are focused

time. Meanwhile, all three major Chinese sea forces remain focused first and foremost on the contest ellow, East, and South China Seas) and their immediate approaches, close to
China’s homeland bases, land-based air and missile coverage, and supply lines.

For all these reasons, a complete unclassified order of battle for China’s navy and U . This pioneering volume finally fills that vital void. I commend it to everyone seek-
ing to understand how China is making such great waves on the world’s oceans, and

Andrew S. Erickson
China Maritime Studies Institute, U.S. Naval War College
Newport, Rhode Island
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