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Summary

Since 2017, the People’s Liberation Army Navy Marine Corps (PLANMC) has undergone significant
expansion, growing from two brigades to eight. The major impetus behind these efforts is a desire to
build the service arm into an expeditionary force capable of operating in most environments at short
notice. However, PLANMC reform has also bolstered its ability to contribute to major campaigns
along China’s periphery, including a Taiwan invasion scenario. This report examines the PLANMC’s
role in a cross-strait amphibious campaign and analyzes how new additions to the force could be

used against Taiwan. It explores what roles the PLANMC would likely play in the three major phases
of a Taiwan invasion: preliminary operations; assembly, embarkation, and transit; and assault landing
and establishment of a beachhead. It also examines new capabilities designed for operations beyond
the initial beach assault. This report argues the PLANMC is not being configured for a traditional
landing operation, but rather is focusing development toward new operational concepts that could
provide unique capabilities in support of the larger campaign.

Introduction

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) has two main amphibious ground combat forces, amphibious
combined arms brigades in the army and the marine corps within the navy. For many years, the
marine corps remained quite limited. Initially a single brigade and later expanded to two brigades, it
could not contribute much to a large-scale landing campaign across the Taiwan Strait. PLA reforms
in 2017 have transformed the People’s Liberation Army Navy Marine Corps (PLANMC). The force
has tripled in size, garnering significant attention from Chinese and outside observers. The PLAN has
also built a number of large amphibious ships to carry these forces.

While the PLANMC s latest developments indicate the force is preparing for more diverse missions,
including greater roles in overseas operations, the service arm’s chief mission remains amphibious
warfare. This has important implications for Taiwanese security. Advances in its ability to conduct
modern amphibious combat operations may both enhance its effectiveness in traditional beach
landings and introduce new capabilities in support of the overall joint campaign against Taiwan. This
report examines the PLANMC’s role in a cross-strait amphibious campaign and analyzes how new
additions to the force could be used against Taiwan.

This report contains three main sections. The first section discusses the service arm’s transformation
and future orientation. The second section examines progress in brigade development to gauge
readiness and available capabilities for landing operations. The third section analyzes the
PLANMCs likely roles in the different phases of a Taiwan invasion campaign (i.e., a “joint island
landing campaign’) and explores its current ability to perform these roles.

The “New” PLANMC

Prior to 2017, the PLANMC consisted of just two brigades subordinate to the South Sea Fleet (now
Southern Theater Navy), numbering around 12,000 personnel.! These two brigades were largely
responsible for operations in the South China Sea, including guarding Chinese-occupied features, and
contributing forces to anti-piracy escort task forces.? As a major beneficiary of the “below the neck”

VA3 [Hu Bo], FE A AAER —X iR KAYEZER KB ? [“Why Does China Require a Strong PLAN Marine
Corps?”], BEEE 40 £ [Liao Wang Institute], March 28, 2018, http://www.lwinst.com/hongguan/6577.htm.

2 This mission began in early 1988 when the 1% and then only brigade was given the task of deploying forces to construct
and hold reef structures in the Spratlys. A second brigade, the 164", was transferred to the PLANMC from the PLA Army
(PLAA) in 1998. Z=% 37 [Li Faxin], + E A R @I ZE B ZEFEELBA [The PLA Marines], (Beijing: China Intercontinental
Press, 2013), 33, 56-57.



http://www.lwinst.com/hongguan/6577.htm

reforms that began in 2017, the force was elevated to Corps Leader grade, established a new
headquarters subordinate to the PLAN in Beijing, and added several new brigades including an
aviation brigade.? This expansion and reform were meant to give the force a greater role in China’s
military operations and the PLAN’s strategy of “near seas defense and far seas protection.”*

The force is tasked with both its longstanding amphibious warfare mission as well as new missions.
Over the past decade, the requirement of the PLA to diversify its mission set resulted in an expanded
range of military operations for PLANMC forces, including greater emphasis on non-war military
operations.® Under the slogan of “all-domain operations” (£33 {E#%), the PLANMC now regularly
trains to operate in new environments, such as desert, cold, jungle, and high-elevation training areas.®
When the “new” PLANMC was officially established in 2017, its leadership called on the force “to
strive to build an elite force capable of full spectrum operations, all-domain operations, operations in
all dimensions, and emergency operations at all times.”’ According to the PLANMCs first
Commandant, units must maintain high levels of readiness to deploy, fight, and win “without
additional personnel or equipment and without pre-combat training” (RZ A RE &4 T . RE I

1i)145).8

Concepts for maneuver are shifting from traditional linear surface landings to multidimensional
precision assault. For example, the PLANMC deputy chief of staff and former brigade commander
Chen Weidong wrote in September 2021 that marine corps assault patterns will include multi-
dimensional projection, multi-arm coordinated assault, and over-the-horizon concealed launch.
Supported by combined precision information and firepower offensive capabilities, forces will
conduct rapid precision maneuver to strike weak areas throughout an adversary’s depth to exploit
gaps, outflank them, and divide their defensive system. This is meant to paralyze the enemy, increase
operational effects, and reduce friendly exposure on the ground.® Many of these concepts reflect

% The PLANMC Headquarters is located in Chaozhou, Guangdong. FLZE: X X ERAFIELZE T I ERENE, BER K
BAIAZEEY %% [“Kong Jun: Marine Corps Adjustments and Expansion in Current Reform of Military Scale, Structure, and

Force Composition™], & FE#r & [The Paper], July 31, 2017, http://m.thepaper.cn/kuaibao_detail.jsp?contid=1747551.

4 22 T [An Weiping], /8 ZEREEkBAIE T & B 2 F I, [“My Opinions on the Leap-frog Development of the Navy’s
Marine Corps”], A R#&ZE [People’s Navy], January 13, 2017, 3.

> EHF, XM [Huang Xinyu, Deng Wanbin], /5 ZE [ ik BAIE i F FE 7oK & BIREBX [“Thoughts on
Construction of Naval Marine Corps Non-War Military Operations Equipment”], A R #&Z [People’s Navy], June 9,
2010, 4.

® EitiT, 17k [Wang Yuanyuan, Zeng Xingjian], B EHRFE E A SRR RE S - TIHRIIEER. BEM
BABI SR K Z=0e s [“Effectively Improve the Navy Marine Corps’ All-Domain Combat Capabilities — Interview with Li
Xiaoyan, Commander of Cold Training and Deputy Chief of Staff of the South Sea Fleet”], 24 {X/&Z [Navy Today], no.
2, 2015, 21-23.

" Original text: “$IEREIN ), BM—XEERTSEER. SEES. 2ETMER. SN2 ESNER
2 ). B {ESE, BRi&EX [Tao Jiawei, Chen Haotian], sk il & #7 (5 T) SNk — /BT AR AR iRIA L T G IR FE, IX
BTKE . BEEBNBSEIMEE&FTH [“Always be the Keenest Force — Navy Marine Corps Brigade Always Keeps
the Commander in Chief’s Task in Mind and Prepares for Battle with the Spirit of No Retreat and Moving Forward
Courageously”], AR&ZE [People’s Navy], September 17, 2020, 1-2.

7L [Kong Jun], AR BIRIZEIE: % B 451 SIS L T] [“People’s Daily Observation Tower: Highlighting
the Features of the Service and Tempering a Strategic Dagger”], A M [People’s Daily Online], February 11, 2018,
http://opinion.people.com.cn/n1/2018/0211/c1003-29817389.html.

® B B 7k [Chen Weidong], i& ¥ BT &% #1435 &5 [“Insight into the New Characteristics of Amphibious Operations™], &
[EZZ [China Military Online], September 16, 2021, http://81.cn/jfjbmap/content/2021-09/16/content 299226.htm.
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growing recognition of the wider utility of fielding versatile amphibious combat forces across an
expanded set of missions beyond their previous focus on beach landings, as well as lessons learned
observing decades of US Marine Corps operations.

Most importantly, the PLANMC is seen as the PLAN’s future expeditionary force operating overseas
to secure China’s national interests and respond to crises.'® Echoing other official statements, former
PLANMC political commissar Yuan Huazhi frankly stated in 2018 “we must fully recognize the
status and role of the marine corps as the “first choice for military forces to go abroad.’”*! To serve
this function, PLANMC leaders emphasize the importance of readiness, speed, adaptability, and
versatility in future force development. PLANMC forces are now regularly deployed to China’s first
overseas base in Djibouti and will eventually embark on future amphibious strike groups deployed in
the far seas.'

While many of these new developments may not be dedicated to a traditional landing on Taiwan, a

more modern and versatile PLANMC will make the force more effective in any of the operations it

conducts in support of the joint campaign. The next section will examine the post-reform PLANMC
and the development of its new combined arms brigades.

PLANMC Force Development

A look at post-reform PLANMC construction is essential to assessing what capabilities will be
available in a cross-strait amphibious invasion. As stated above, several new brigades were formed,
most from existing PLA Army (PLAA) units. Four new maneuver brigades were formed, two each in
the Northern Theater Navy (NTN) and Eastern Theater Navy (ETN). The former PLAN “Jiaolong”
commando regiment was upgraded to a brigade and placed under the PLANMC. Additionally, an
aviation brigade was formed in Shandong to provide organic aviation support for PLANMC
brigades. Exhibit 1 displays the names and locations of the PLANMC’s eight brigades.

10 An Weiping, “My Opinions on the Leap-frog Development of the Navy’s Marine Corps,” 3.

1 S 4250 [Yuan Huazhi], S8 8EFT LAY Bk BR 2L 7] [“Creating a Strategic Dagger that can Fight and Win”], AR/ ZE
[People’s Navy], June 15, 2018, 2.

2 EHTE, ERiELE [Tuo Xinguo, Qiu Guihual, #8!, Bl — &R F LRI - R FRINOER B EHEL K
[“Transformation and Breaking Out on a Path of Scientific Development—A Record of the Naval Marine Academy
Accelerating and Adapting to Reorganization”], AR&Z [People’s Navy], June 1, 2012, 3; i3 My E FiXEPitEM T35
HIRFREEME RAHEHE A RFEEN [“It’s the New Year and the Troops Send Blessings, The Troops Stationed at the
Support Base in Djibouti Wish the Homeland a Happy New Year”], fi ZE# [B {£ 3% T g {K [PLA News Broadcast
Center Integrated Media], February 15, 2018, https://v.qg.com/x/page/s0553v19jd2.html.
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Exhibit 1. PLANMC Brigades

Theater Brigade Name Location
Command

Southern 1%t Marine Brigade Zhanjiang, Guangdong
2" Marine Brigade Zhanjiang, Guangdong
Special Operations Brigade Sanya, Hainan

Eastern 3 Marine Brigade Jinjiang, Fujian
4™ Marine Brigade Jieyang, Guangdong

Northern 5t Marine Brigade Qingdao, Shandong
6" Marine Brigade Qingdao; Yantai, Shandong
Naval Shipborne Aviation Brigade Zhucheng, Shandong

The PLA reforms also reorganized brigade structure. Previous marine brigades in the Southern
Theater Navy (STN) contained several infantry battalions and an amphibious armor regiment as the
primary assault forces. Reforms have reorganized these forces into combined arms battalions,
flattening the chain of command from brigade to battalion in much the same way as PLAA brigades.
As 1 marine brigade commander explained in 2020, “the combined arms battalion as the operational
unit to take on independent combat missions is a true portrayal of the past three years of reform and
transfer.”*® The 1% Brigade was the first PLANMC unit to test out the new combined arms battalion
structure, forming the 1 combined arms battalion (amphibious). With this new structure, personnel
comprising recon, engineering, firepower and other elements are built into the combined arms
battalion, enhancing combat power and flexibility at the battalion level.**

These reforms have faced challenges. Equipment and units can be reorganized and moved around,
but battalion commanders must also be trained and experienced to handle the increased burden of
coordinating different arms. Commanders and staff are forced to grasp new specialties under their
responsibility. In landing exercises, some 1% Brigade battalion staff reportedly did not make use of
the reconnaissance elements under their command and lacked understanding of the obstacle removal
procedures of engineering detachments, causing delays for follow-on units.'®

Discussions in PLAN official media indicate the brigades are working through this transition to
develop capable battalion commanders and staff and correct old ways of thinking.'® For example, it
has sought to improve the quality and focus of officer evaluations. In April 2019, the PLANMC
headquarters evaluated the capabilities of command and staff officers with respect to operations,
command, political work, and integrated support, placing weight on warfighting in the overall

18 Tao Jiawei, Chen Haotian, “Always be the Keenest Force,” 1.
% 1bid, 1-2.

15 Ibid, 1.

16 1bid, 1-2.



evaluations. This was conducted force-wide for over 60 deputy regiment and battalion grade
officers.!’

Currently, PLANMC brigades consist of nine battalions:®

e Amphibious mechanized infantry 1% battalion (FB#1 8L £ =—&)
e Amphibious mechanized infantry 2" battalion (R4 L H = &)
e Light mechanized infantry 3 battalion (R &M ML L =5
e Air assault infantry battalion (=R FHEE)
e Reconnaissance battalion ({i1£2E)
e Attillery battalion ({85
e Air defense battalion (BF=E)
e Operational support battalion ({Ef% Z1EE)
e Service support battalion (£1 &R EE
Amphibious combined arms battalions consist of the following:*®

e 4x mechanized infantry companies ({153%)
e Firepower company (!X J13%)
e Recon platoon ({5122 4H)

Y FEH¥, SEfBZR [Yu Zhengxiang, Fan Xudong], RIBFTHIRAESTZEE — B FE RSB ™ HRINRTTEBEX
[“Highlight Thorough Supervision of Standards in Warfighting—Navy Marine Corps Strictly Organizes Plan for
Improving Cadre Evaluations™], AR&Z [People’s Navy], April 12, 2019, 1.

8 F &7, 5=, 85 [Wang Susen, Xia Dewei, Xia Lei], SH1EZ, BB G SN [“Confrontation Drills,
Straight into the ‘Weak Spots’ in Casualty Rescue”], AREZZE [People’s Navy], February 9, 2018, 2; 715, FA{Ef$
[Hong Ang, Tao Jiawei], 5z X IBERERE - BERKFE S . MEAERFIRENZF LGNS ERHAE
W E AN R UL R HIIRZE [“The Light of Spirit Shines on the Journey to Strengthen the Military — Navy

Connections and a Marine Brigade Actively Promote the Exploration of Cultivation and Enrichment of a Naval Spirit in
the New Era that is Regularized, Concrete, Visualized, and Down-to-Earth™], A &% [People’s Navy], September 14,

2020, 3; F{EfF [Tao Jiawei], X 12T, EIZE I [“Go Directly to the Root of the Problem in Full Force”], ARBZE
[People’s Navy], November 10, 2020, 2; E{&{%, E & [Xia Dewei, Xia Lei], IS RERE - B ER K BAEREF LT
YpFREFMEE 2258 [“Lions on the Plateau Dare to Take On Tigers—A Record of Themed Education Carried Out
During a Navy Marine Corps Brigade’s Field Training”], A R#&ZE [People’s Navy], June 25, 2018, 2; F;fAt, k&, &4
7% [Wang Shuye, Zhang Zhen, Niu Tao], —sk#:i&3R, S EF175ME? [“How Could One Maintenance Table Affect
Six Departments?”], 1 [E Z [ [China Military Online], June 5, 2020, http://www.81.cn/hj/2020-
06/05/content_9828702.htm; E &%, S E 4y [Xia Dewei, Gao Guojing], Z=RE+KRE=: RA ‘M) HEES
[“Master Sergeant Class Three Wu Guiyun: Merely a ‘Sharp Sword’ Dancing in the Sky”], F&B&k X {5 AR S
[Southern Theater Navy Official Wechat Account], November 8, 2017, http://mil.news.sina.com.cn/2017-11-08/doc-
ifynmvug9430959.shtml.

Y 7= A, WiAE [Fang Gaoming, Xie Youxian], 3874 (L ik S} N & % — B F [k ik BAR AR 2 B K F13% [“Hero Company
of Jixiongshan Battle—2™ Battalion Firepower Company of a Navy Marine Corps Brigade”], ARG Z [People’s Navy],
September 23, 2020, 2; Tao Jiawei, Chen Haotian, “Always be the Keenest Force,” 1-2; 21 FrAE FH ik, MAEE R K
it hEEERERARIASRE R T [“Once Known as Infantry at Sea, the Chinese Navy Marine Corps is Now
Unrecognizable with Major Changes in Current Equipment”], # RM — J] 01X & E & [Sina Weibo—Daokou Tanbing
Guanwei], September 8, 2020, https://k.sina.com.cn/article 1183596331 468c3f2b00100tgbt.htmlI?from=mil.
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e Air defense element (B5=43BA)
e Attillery element (Y85 4BA)

o Engineer element (T f45BA)

e Repair team ({&I2/\BA)

The four mechanized infantry companies are reported to each contain 14 combat vehicles, for a total
of 56 Type-05 vehicles per battalion (ZBD-05 and ZTD-05) and thus 112 per brigade.?® These are the
primary amphibious vehicles for PLANMC landing operations. The addition of firepower companies,
engineers, recon, and air defense elements enhances the battalion’s ability to operate independently
and seize coastal terrain.

The most combat ready units are found in the STN. The two original pre-reform brigades, the 1% and
the 2" brigades, are located near Zhanjiang City and are likely the amphibious mechanized forces
most ready to mobilize and execute landing operations. These brigades continue to train regularly on
the Leizhou peninsula for amphibious landing operations. Based in Sanya, the Special Operations
Brigade has grown to around 3,000 personnel in an unknown number of battalion formations.
Around 1,000 of these personnel are transfers from other units. Lacking sufficient professional
training staff for the enlarged force, a number of experts have been brought in from other special
operations units to bolster training capacity. Additionally, force development appears to further
emphasize improvement in coordinated operations. These special forces units are usually kept at high
levels of readiness.?

In the NTN, the transition of the 6" brigade from the former 77" motorized infantry brigade (26™
Group Army) appears to be nearing completion. Type-05 assault vehicles and IFVs have been
allocated to the two amphibious mechanized infantry battalions, ZBL-09 IFVs and ZTL-11 assault
vehicles to the light mechanized infantry battalion, as well as CS/VP4 “Lynx” all-terrain vehicles to
unspecified units.?? The 6" brigade reportedly takes part in regular amphibious training programs (&

3II) as well as other transregional training events.? The 5" brigade received ZBD-09 and ZTL-11

20 This is slightly less per brigade than pre-reform, which would have an assault gun battalion of 41 ZTD-05s, and two
mechanized infantry battalions each with 41 ZBD-05s, totaling 123 vehicles. f§—%E [Jian Yijian], & & [ WiE{EE AL
H11 B RE Z W47 [“Research and Analysis of the Development of the Communist Army’s ‘Amphibious Combat
Capabilities’], P& E E2472 B T] [Army Academic Bimonthly], December 2017, 57-58; “Once Known as Infantry at Sea,
the Chinese Navy Marine Corps is Now Unrecognizable with Major Changes in Current Equipment,” September 8, 2020.
2 BB [Zhai Siyu], FrEAE R B - 8 F Mk AR IR LA IN5R 4% Ok S S 1% [“Honing Special Warfare
Elites—Navy Marine Corps Brigade Focuses on Live Combat to Strengthen the Building of Core Combat Capabilities™],
ANERBEZE [People’s Navy], April 29, 2019, 3; 2 B ==, B O] 4F [Zhai Siyu, Cao Kexuan], ‘B B REN FREEEAM G &
EE R [““Jiaolong Commandos’ Carry Out Mass Training Contest”], & ZE R [China Military Online], August 10, 2018,
http://www.81.cn/tzjy/2018-08/10/content_9248798.htm.

2 FE—#%, TiRAt, 4% [Hui Yinan, Wang Shuye, Niu Tao], (54t = X RZRELE - BETHHERRA . FEAEA
EiRAZ I RIERE B I @ % AN EERE [“The Light of Tradition Illuminates the Practice of a Strong Military—
Tracing the News on the Navy’s Themed Education Connections and a Marine Corps Brigade Carrying Forward Fine
Traditions and Cultivating Red Disciples”], ARG ZE [People’s Navy], April 28, 2020, 3; 52 ZE 5  BA1EKRALIR S <k
B 158 BBk 71 [“On the Way to a Strong Military, Reporting to Our Combat Posts and Forging New Combat
Power with ‘Blue Flame on the Blade’s Edge’”], J2¥ ™ [CCTV], March 31, 2021,
https://tv.cctv.com/2021/03/31/VIDEYSOKASXZPEi6JLjieCA1210331.shtml.

2 Hui Yinan, Wang Shuye, Niu Tao, “The Light of Tradition [lluminates the Practice of a Strong Military—Tracing the

News on the Navy’s Themed Education Connections and a Marine Corps Brigade Carrying Forward Fine Traditions and
Cultivating Red Disciples,” 3.
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wheeled vehicles for its light mechanized infantry battalion sometime in 2020, and it has established
its reconnaissance battalion.?* However, it is unclear whether the 5 brigade has created amphibious
mechanized infantry battalions. These two brigades likely conduct much of their amphibious training
in the amphibious training area in Ganjingzi District of Dalian, Liaoning Province.?®

The 7™ aviation brigade is a significant addition to the PLANMC, which previously relied on PLAN
helicopters for aerial mobility. Described by the 7" aviation brigade political commissar as a “leading
force for advancing from the sea to shore in depth” and “a force for strategic maneuver,” the aviation
forces are expected to conduct vertical landing operations into the adversary’s depth.?® When the
brigade was established in 2017, it lacked training grounds, support forces, and pilots.?” The
brigade’s deputy chief of staff frankly told reporters in 2020 they lacked flight equipment and flight
instructors that could teach and understood command; “everything was started from scratch.”?® A
number of PLAA helicopter pilots appear to have been transferred and retrained for shipborne
operations. Other pilots in the brigade are PLANMC cadets that graduated from the Army Aviation
College in 2020.%° The PLANMC has been equipped with a limited number of Z-8 and Z-9
helicopters, likely transferred from the PLAN, and begun training with air assault units.>® Other
helicopter types could join the force in the future. These may include the Z-20 medium lift helicopter
to provide a flexible multi-mission platform and the Z-10 for close air support.3! However, these
have not yet been observed. The brigade currently contains at least two flight squadrons (k74 RA)

X m EREE A%, RV AR ZE B R =48 [“New-type Wheeled Combat Vehicles Revealed During Navy
Marine Corps Live-fire Training”], 81 & [CCTV], July 12, 2020,
https://v.cctv.com/2020/07/12/VIDEYWEAkdVIhZh1fFuvofrp200712.shtml; T3 ZELE & o] Bl £ 35 R 0 T 5 SR &
FEEBEAIFEILITF [“City Delegation for Supporting and Promoting the Military Visits Grassroots Posts and Preferential
Treatment Recipients of Unit Garrisons in Qingdao”], & & H#k [Qingdao Daily], February 13, 2018,
http://www.dailygd.com/epaper/html/2018-02/13/content 205325.htm.

» BRI BERKAEIR 278 2 EZWIBEFEERES [“Go Straight to the Front Line of Training—A
Navy Marine Corps Brigade in Complete, Full Element Amphibious Landing Combat Exercises”], CCTV-7 IF FEHE
= [CCTV-7 Mid-Day National Defense], September 24, 2021,

https://tv.cctv.com/2021/09/24/VIDEY ui6J6J6ETIuYRAXWHOK210924.shtml.

2 #E 1F [Miao Guozheng], & 8E+T B4 (L A [ % 1 & [“Forging Eagles in Ground Warfare that Can Fight and Win”],
ANEB®ZE [People’s Navy], July 13, 2020, 3.

7 E 18, 4% [Wang Hongbo, Niu Tao], f#D ik S8 MHR N -8 f ik BA BT B B MR AR TV IR FH B A BUA T
YERRI YR & 552 [“Decoding the Field Effect of ‘Marine Vanguards’—Exploration and Practice of the Navy Marine

Corps Innovation in Typical Incentive Models to Improve the Quality and Effectiveness of Ideological and Political
Work™], AR #&ZE [People’s Navy], June 19, 2020, 3.

B REMA” I HAERE BEMRAER: INPERE S K3k E [“A Navy Marine Corps Brigade Advances
Bravely on a New Journey in the ‘Fourteenth Five Year Plan’: Accelerate Transformation and Force the Iron Wings of
Land Warfare”], S -ZEZE$R i@ [CCTV—Military Report], November 24, 2020,
https://tv.cctv.com/2020/11/24/\VIDENAJQQ1Ip9TDIKLuUvske201124.shtml.

DS E LR AME E T WITFEREIKIE X BITIE’ [“Navy Marine Corps Shipborne Helicopter Cadets Receive
Their ‘Pass’ into the Blue Sky”], /8 ZE# BB {52 A= [PLAN News Official Wechat Account], April 22, 2020,
http://www.cannews.com.cn/2020/0422/211999.shtml.

0 RIR S G EA G E SIS FERE IR [“The Roar of Eagles at an Airport on the Jiaodong Peninsula, Winged
Tigers in Multidimensional Assault™], BZ< ™ [JiaoDong.net], July 31, 2020, http://news.bandao.cn/a/393107.html.

3 thE 5 E MR AL HA1A91E Y [“Selecting Shipborne Helicopters for the Chinese Navy’s Amphibious Assault
Ship”], il &L E 2% [Shipborne Weapons], February 2019, 31; 075 BUAYAREL AL [“Aircraft of the Type-0757], AR E &8
[Shipborne Weapons], March 2020, 21.
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and an aircraft maintenance group (#1155 A[A), but will gradually grow in size as more helicopters

and pilots are delivered.®® Flight teams train to operate with PLAN landing ships. Public reports show
PLANMC pilots training with the ETN LPD No. 985 (Qilianshan) in day and night operations,
including nighttime hot refueling.®® The PLAN recently commissioned its first Type-075 LHD, with
at least two more hulls expected to join the fleet in the near term. These will be essential platforms
for enabling PLANMC air assault and vertical landing operations.®*

In the ETN, PLAN reporting indicates the 3™ Brigade in Fujian province is gradually receiving
amphibious warfare equipment and regularly conducts amphibious landing training exercises. The 1°
company of the 1% amphibious mechanized infantry battalion was the first in the brigade to receive
amphibious armored vehicles, likely receiving them sometime in 2019.% Training tactics are similar
to those reportedly used by the STN marine brigade amphibious units, including beach assaults,
breaching teams, coordinating naval gunfire support, and other subjects.® One report suggests the 3™
Brigade in Fujian province trains with an ETN landing ship dadui, conducting countermeasures
against an island landing confrontation and security of landing ships at sea.>” The 3" Brigade also
contains a light mechanized infantry battalion, air assault battalion, reconnaissance battalion, and
operational support battalion, similar in structure to the other brigades.® Much less information is

% E 518, 4% [Wang Hongbo, Niu Tao], ‘%48 5|HERIAR RSN E - BEMGRAES=FFR HREE &
FITEE TR AR B B B G 3R [““Vanguards’® Lead the Marine Corps Tigers on the War Charge—Navy Marine
Corps Holds Series of Selections and Commendations for ‘Marine Vanguards’ for Three Consecutive Years, Creating a
Magnetic Field of Incentives”], AREZE [People’s Navy], June 19, 2020, 1; &R, 4% [Fu Yuanye, Niu Tao], £T:(»
@5 ARBTT - BEMKKAEMEBME ERARE AT BESILC [“Red Hearts to the Party Marching Ahead of
War — A View into Themed Party Day Activities Held by the Navy Marine Corps Shipborne Aviation Brigade”], AR
Z [People’s Navy], July 7, 2020, 2; {§JR%F [Fu Yuanye], F4& S &, BR—K ‘LIRS - RRBEHREERIRA T
E R [“Another ‘Doorstep Service’ at the End of the Year — A Brigade Focuses on Solving Problems to Improve the
Quality and Efficiency of Assistance”], A R#&ZE [People’s Navy], December 24, 2020, 2.

% Photograph by Mi%E%E [Cong Lianying], Untitled, A & Z [People’s Navy], December 30, 2020, 1.

HEEMBANGI =S T35 TBEEH . TR R EEE 1 A KIE5E [“Three New Warships Join the South Sea
Fleet. Expert: Island Seizure and Nuclear Second Strike Capabilities Greatly Enhanced”], ERERET#R [Global Times], April
25, 2021, http://www.xinhuanet.com/mil/2021-04/25/c_1211126765.htm; FE 4k [Wang Shichun], 075 = Sif T7/K =T
FERIKAT [“Third 075 Launched and May Have Sea Trial Within the Year”], S} £2& X [Observer], January 29, 2021,
https://www.guancha.cn/military-affairs/2021 01 29 579667.shtml.

% &%, 3K K [Xu Leilei, Zhang Feilong], M55, 1A L5 X% - BEERAERNS —EEZRRR
G E MG B ER L E [“Looking Up into the Majestic, They Continue to Write Glory in Struggle—

Chronicle of a Navy Marine Corps Brigade 1% Mechanized Infantry Company Using Fine Traditions to Cultivate and
Carry Forward the Spirit of the Navy in the New Era”], AR&Z [People’s Navy], December 18, 2020, 1.

% g R, &M [Mo Haiming, Jiang Shun], ‘FEL L BB - BEABAERMMEM AR M B FERES [“No
Retreat for ‘Amphibious Pioneers’—A Marine Corps Brigade Strictly Organizes Beach Landing Exercises”], AR/BZE
[People’s Navy], December 4, 2020, 1.

AN, ZIF R [Sun i, Li Kejiahe], fi7£ 1R B REIA M - FRAML X B E TS MR A AR R BOR B SR
% BE /1 [“Setting Up Dangers Along Routes to Create Difficulties in Drills — A Landing Ship Dadui of the Eastern Theater
Navy Focuses on Joint Exercises and Training to Temper Combat Capabilities”], ARG ZE [People’s Navy], November
24, 2020, 2.

PRPLSEREEREE BERKMER: RSB SIS [“Fifth Plenary Session Spirit in the Barracks
of a Navy Marine Corps Brigade: Carrying Out the Plenary Session Spirit and Striving to Be a Vanguard of
Transformation™], St [CCTV], November 22, 2020,

https://tv.cctv.com/2020/11/22/VIDEgi7MDTDHLIY MwLLWNKkvx201122.shtml; g {E£{E, &= [Tao Jiawei, Wu
Haoyu], —& < EIKiR’ [“A ‘Lesson From Football’’], A 8% [People’s Navy], November 27, 2020, 2; sk Z &, 1518,
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available on the 4™ Brigade in Jieyang, Guangdong Province, although it has received some
equipment such as ZBL-09 IFVs.*

ror—

Exhibit 2. 4" Brigade ZBL-09 IFV.%°

Four years since the PLANMC was reformed and expanded, progress is far from complete. The 77"
motorized infantry brigade’s transition to a PLANMC brigade was likely easier than the transition for
the coastal defense units comprising the 3", 4", and 5™ brigades. Those units came out of outdated
forces under the provincial military district system instead of a group army, and they will probably
require more investment. Xi Jinping’s visit to the PLANMC headquarters in October 2020 put
significant emphasis on the force’s development, resulting in the PLAN Party Committee releasing
the “Decision on Thoroughly Implementing the Spirt of Chairman Xi’s Important Speech and
Strengthening the Guidance and Assistance of the Navy Marine Corps” in December of that year.
This signaled increased support for PLANMC manning, equipment, training, and other measures to

£ HE [Zhang Leifeng, Xu Peng, Quan Zhongbao], ZX B3R BALE £«1 SZE"- HR—F LK, BEMKAERE 024
S [“Family Members Visit Troops on ‘Car No. 1’—Over a Year Since Transferring, a Navy Marine Corps Brigade has
Made Frequent Heart-warming Gestures”], H1 & Z M [China Military Online], July 4, 2019,
http://www.81.cn/jfibmap/content/2019-07/04/content _237549.htm; 383k [E] 75 4e i B IR &5 2647 [“Report Meeting on
the Advanced Deeds of Comrade Jie Lai Held”], G #fiH$& [Shishi Daily], July 10, 2018,
http://epaper.ssrb.com.cn/html/2018-07/10/content 43116 277155.htm.

% Official sources have shown CS/VP4 all-terrain vehicles have been delivered to this brigade, however, there has been
little reporting on its other capabilities. R 557, B EE [Wu Haoyu, Jia Chenglu], ¥& a4 E I 25 5% — (8 R BA
FRFFI R H Sk L [“Beating the War Drums for Another Year of Training—A Navy Marine Corps Brigade
Highlights Realism as it Begins Training”], %5X/52 [Navy Today], no. 1 (2019), 22-23; H &3 - FTRER =
BEREABAER: 22 BVE Y8 FTiE =i &£ [“Directly from Training Grounds a New Type Combat Force. A Navy
Marine Corps Brigade: Transforming and Reshaping to Create a Tri-phibious Vanguard”], 3211 M- E B EEF IR
[National Defense Military Morning Report], October 13, 2020,

https://tv.cctv.com/2020/10/13/VIDEtkof ThXGv49jAjE9Qtic201013.shtml.

40 Interestingly, this image suggests 1% Battalion of the 4" Brigade is a light mechanized infantry battalion, not an
amphibious mechanized infantry battalion as other brigades are configured. This could simply be a temporary designation
as new brigades may have not yet received their full allocation of equipment, or it may signify a different structure for 4™
brigade. Image on the cover of Shipborne Weapons. il # E & [Shipborne Weapons], no. 10 (2020).
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boost its development.** Urgency from Beijing and senior PLAN leadership will likely catalyze a
period of rapid strengthening of the force.

In total, the PLANMC can currently contribute six or more amphibious mechanized infantry
battalions to a cross-strait landing. The exact number will depend on the final configuration of the
new brigades, in particular those transferred from former coastal defense units. Based on information
from reporting on the 3™ and 5" brigades, both former coastal defense units, it does appear the
PLANMC will generally standardize its six maneuver brigades over time. This could potentially
result in twelve amphibious mechanized infantry battalions, six light mechanized infantry battalions,
and six air assault battalions for a total of 24 battalions as the primary maneuver forces. However,
new battalion types such as a “high mobility light infantry battalion” (515122845 £ E) in one of

the new brigades suggests that brigade structure will not be completely uniform.*? Additionally, the
special operations brigade can contribute several battalions of highly trained special forces personnel
operating in smaller-scale tactical units.

Efforts are underway by the PLANMC Headquarters to bolster amphibious warfare capabilities, with
special emphasis on new unit commanders. During the Lunar New Year in 2018, it held a ten-day
collective training session for up to 100 commanders at different levels focused on their warfighting
abilities. Experts were brought in from the PLAN, PLAA, PLA Strategic Support Force, military
academies, and other organizations to support this event. Commanders received training on the
operational patterns of amphibious landing, island and reef capture, and special operations; and
tactics covering embarkation and transit, landing craft ferrying and assault wave formation, assault
landings, and seizing points throughout the adversary’s depth; and resisting enemy counterattacks,
reconnaissance, sabotage, and vertical landings. They trained to make decisions and give combat
orders to units within their landing combat organizations and coordinate operational support. Special
attention was given by headquarters staff to ensure commanders were evaluated and given feedback
on an individual basis. This crash course in amphibious warfare reportedly had participants studying
and training for 16 hours a day.*® Additional iterations of collective training sessions are likely
necessary due to the extremely short duration of this event.

The PLANMC’s efforts to develop commanders are likely underpinned by programs launched by the
former Naval Marine Academy in 2011 to develop a “theoretical system of new-type amphibious
operations.” This was part of an overhaul of the academy to build core institutional knowledge and
amphibious warfare excellence in the PLAN, which included numerous projects on amphibious
operational theory and research, equipment applications, training, and overall support to the

“ #7% [Yang Tao], “BERZESIK (X TRARMIETFEERWHERW . INREGEMERNIESTEFHNRE) ”

[“Navy Party Committee Initiated the ‘Decision on Thoroughly Implementing the Spirt of Chairman Xi’s Important
Speech and Strengthening the Guidance and Assistance of the Navy Marine Corps’”], A& ZE [People’s Navy],
December 8, 2020, 1.

42 $A%E, = 1H [Hu Neng, Gao Kun], “¥Ti&E MR EY ‘4538 J)$5°” [“Creating a ‘Spiritual Blade’ For Victory”], ARG ZE
[People’s Navy], May 31, 2018, 3.

S E1E(E, B, B & [Xia Dewei, Chen Ran, Xia Lei], 8z A W B 2 % — B EFEHRARNELHRAR MR
FEFTEEI [“Refine’ Troop Leaders into the Frontline of Victory — Navy Marine Corps Organizes Collective
Training of Four Levels of Military Officers Sticking Closely to Combat Realism”], A& Z [People’s Navy], February
27,2018, 1.
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PLANMC.* The academy has now been transformed into a PLANMC training base, and doctrinal
development work has probably been subsumed under the PLANMC Headquarters.*®

Overall, the new PLANMC brigade structure demonstrates the PLANMC is not optimizing itself for
a traditional amphibious assault on Taiwan’s coast. Compared to the PLAA’s six amphibious
combined arms brigades, the PLANMC lacks heavy amphibious combat units and has instead opted
for more flexible and diverse capabilities within each brigade. Examining the statements by senior
PLANMC leaders on force development, changes to training programs over the past several years,
and the new brigade structure, it is increasingly clear the PLANMC is developing into an
expeditionary force capable of operating overseas. Nevertheless, the force will certainly be a key
component of the landing forces in any joint island landing campaign and its newly reorganized
battalions may be more combat effective under this new structure. The next section discusses the
potential roles PLANMC brigades are likely to play.

Joint Island Landing Campaign

The Joint Island Landing Campaign (JILC) is the PLA’s main operational concept for an invasion of
Taiwan. Its primary objectives are to break through Taiwan’s coastal defenses and establish a
beachhead to enable offensive action to seize and occupy key targets or capture the entire island.*
The JILC features multiple sub-campaigns requiring intense combat conducted jointly by all the PLA
services. The campaign consists of three phases: 1) preliminary operations; 2) assembly,
embarkation, and transit; and 3) the assault landing and the establishment of the campaign landing
site (beachhead).*’ This report will exclude discussion of operations to seize Taiwan’s offshore
islands and focus on PLANMC landing operations against Taiwan itself.

The PLANMC could fulfill multiple roles in this campaign, but will not likely be the main force.
Configured entirely for amphibious combat, the PLAA’s amphibious combined arms brigades will
likely serve as the main body of the overall landing forces.*® The PLANMC may coordinate with
these forces or conduct other separate or independent operations.*°

The following sections will examine the potential actions of the PLANMC in each of the three
campaign phases.

# Tuo and Qiu, “Transformation and Breaking Out on a Path of Scientific Development—A Record of the Naval Marine
Academy Accelerating and Adapting to Reorganization,” 3.

4 QOperations research and development work and officer professional education appears to have continued, despite the re-
designation of the Naval Marine Academy. When the PLA announced its list of outstanding educators, PLAN academies
were listed by name (i.e. Naval Aviation University, etc.) while the former Naval Marine Academy was listed as “91976

#BBA.” k7R, RfB [Wang Yongjie, Wu Xu], FREZBUATIE. JIGBEEFNKEBR - RELERFHFNRS
B T {3 [“The Political Work and Training and Administration Departments of the Central Military Commission

Issued a Circular—Recognizing Outstanding Teachers and Educators in the Military”], f#iZFE & [PLA Daily], September

10, 2018, http://81rc.81.cn/news/2018-09/10/content 9276433_2.htm.

46 “Military and Security Development Involving the People’s Republic of China, 2020,” U.S. Department of Defense,

114,

413k & R [Zhang Yuliang], £k7&= [Science of Campaigns], (Beijing: National Defense University Press, 2006), 293,

298.

“8 “Military and Security Development Involving the People’s Republic of China, 2020,” 116-117; Science of Military

Strategy, 2013, 199, 209.

“ hEJZEZE A F A [Handbook for Officers and Enlisted of the Chinese PLA Navy], (Beijing: Hai Chao Press, 2012),

25-26
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Preliminary Operations

Prior to the amphibious assault, the PLA will likely carry out a series of preliminary (advance)
operations, the goals of which would be to “paralyze” the enemy’s operational system and create
favorable conditions for landing operations.*® To this end, the joint forces will be tasked with shaping
the operational environment through mine countermeasures, naval blockade, integrated firepower
assaults, and so forth. For its part, the PLANMC will likely operate as part of the advance force.
Specifically, it will conduct beach reconnaissance, sabotage raids, and mine clearance and obstacle
destruction close to or on D-day.>!

The PLANMC has significant manpower for these activities in amphibious objective areas.
PLANMC reconnaissance battalions—specifically the armed recon companies (i %% {i&2%) and
potentially recon elements assigned to the combined arms battalions—are trained to covertly
approach the coastline and conduct these operations.>? These forces can reconnoiter beach areas,
providing information on beach gradients, depths, tide and wave states, the sea bottom, ground
traverse conditions, routes of enemy approach, defense works, and vertical landing areas.*

o

Exhibit 3. 61" Brigade armed reconnaissance elements go ashore in small rafts during infiltration training.>*

Engineering elements in the combined arms battalions will take part in mine and obstacle clearance
prior to the assault, utilizing amphibious breaching vehicles delivered to the PLANMC in the early

%0 Science of Campaigns, 299-305.

1 Bk & [Chen Dao], ((BZEXFY RFIAE - BEFREBAERE o] [The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps],
(Beijing: Haichao Press, 2015), 186.

2 35 Z [ E BA SR AR IR S35 E AEZE [“Reconnaissance Troops of a Navy Marine Corps Brigade in Infiltration and
Sabotage Raid”], =¥ K [CCTV], March 28, 2020,
https://tv.cctv.com/2020/03/28/VIDEMe65Kt9WRZPpKx0fQhAuU200328.shtml?spm=C53074552346.PLgREqg4pd4yq.0.0
%3 Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 186.

SERZERR | AR S KL T B F Bk 11 [“We Report from Combat Posts on the Way to a Strong
Military, a ‘Fiery Blade’ Forging New Type Combat Power”], 2211 M- [E &= [CCTV-National Defense Stories],
March 31, 2021, https://tv.cctv.com/2021/03/31/VIDEYSOKASxZPEi6JLjieCA1210331.shtml.
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2010s and other small craft. These can use line charges to clear paths toward the beach.>® It is unclear
how the underwater demolitions companies (7% 7K #&#% %) tasked with mine and obstacle clearance

under the former engineering and chemical defense battalions ( T Fff5{L &) have been affected by
the new brigade structure.*

Additionally, these operations are a core function of the special operations brigade. These forces
routinely train for covert insertion by air using rotary or fixed wing aircraft, on the surface in small
inflatable craft, or underwater by submarine and special operations delivery vehicles. They are
proficient in demolitions, target reconnaissance, target designation, and sabotage raids against
command and control hubs, ammunition depots, or other key targets.>” They may also sabotage
enemy harbors and ships as part of the blockade effort.>® Such amphibious raids are covert tactical
operations to hit enemy ports, bases, airfields, coastal observation posts, and command and control
organs.* The special operations brigade provides a sizeable addition to the advance operations of the
PLANMC and may continue conducting special operations during and after landing operations.

When employing amphibious forces in advance operations, PLA commanders must weigh the
requirements for assaulting a specific landing area and the needs of maintaining tactical surprise.
Large-scale amphibious landings against Taiwan will quickly lose strategic surprise with the
mobilization of forces across the strait and the commencement of bombardment. However,
commanders may still seek to achieve tactical surprise in their respective landing areas. Significant
advance operations could risk losing this advantage, or help support it. The PLANMC may employ
some of its forces to deceive the enemy by conducting advance operations to draw attention to false
landing areas, thus hiding the true landing objective area.®

Assembly, Embarkation, Transit

This phase of operations involves movement of PLANMC brigades from their home bases into
assembly areas for embarkation on assigned landing ships and ship transports. The limited number of
landing ships in the PLAN will complicate the detailed planning that goes into the embarkation
phase. It is unclear exactly how many landing ships will be available for the JILC and to which

%5 5 B [Liao Zhiyong), i3 FRREE % [“Amphibious Armored Breaching Vehicle”], FE A R EEH AFE
FRBA %52 Br [International College of Defence Studies, NDU, PLA, China], May 1, 2016,
http://www.cdsndu.org/html_ch/to_articleContent article.id=40288a8553c564450154bdb56¢c1c039f.html.

*® X4, /2% [Wang Jian, Zhou Qiqing], B fik BASE ik K ST AK FE ZE B R SL 53 FF 7] 41 [“Marine Brigade Rocket
Breaching Vehicle Off to a Good Start with First Live-fire”], AR Z [People’s Navy], September 4, 2012, 1; 88 X
[Zeng Qing], MELBE[E R 5F - B EFEEBAR T EMHHUE NS4S E [“Clearing Beachhead Barriers Demonstrate
Skills—A Portrait of Training for a Navy Marine Corps Engineering and Chemical Defense Battalion™], 24 ;/8%E
[Modern Navy], no. 5 (2010), 44-45.

S Z=F 1 PhR, 3RA& R [Li Youhua, Sun Hongtao, Li Youtao], S8 ER 45 F: 38 LA FHE 3 [“Navy Special
Forces Regiment: ‘Sea Dragons’ Strike with Thunder”], 2§ &Z [Navy Today], no. 1 (2017), 31; hZ %%, 224 8 [Sun
Hongtao, Li Youtao], 354 4, /5% REWHM — B B AR Ak Bl & = B/l 4 [“Parachuting in and
Vanishing on the Ground, A View of a South Sea Fleet Special Operations Regiment’s High-Altitude Parachute
Training”], H & Z [Navy Today], no. 12 (2016), 38-41.

BB EEE RO WA REBN ARSI E MAEEERFE £ RXEE 1 [“Revealing the Quad-phibious Combat and
Maritime Counter-terrorism Capabilities of the Chinese Navy Marine Corps ‘Jiaolong Commandos’”], ¥R [CCTV],
December 20, 2017, http://m.news.cctv.com/2017/12/20/ARTI1In7zgY cODwIAyo0sJZEup171220.shtml.

% Science of Campaigns, 303-304.

8 Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 188.
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service they will be assigned. Numerous merchant vessels will have to be mobilized and modified
appropriately to carry some of the landing forces, possibly included elements of the PLANMC.

PLANMC transregional training exercises conducted since 2014 have sought to improve rapid
mobilization and transport functions within the force in coordination with service and joint military
transportation departments. While these exercises have focused on transporting units over thousands
of kilometers to distant training bases, they have offered significant lessons and experience in
planning, preparing, and conducting force transport. The August 2015 exercises at the Malong
training base in Yunnan demonstrated improvements in efficiency in moving amphibious combat
units over long distances using multiple modes of transport. Scenarios were introduced during transit
to increase complexity, such as response to air threats and troop dispersal and concealment.5:
Repeated iterations of planning, preparation, embarkation, transit, and debarkation or transfer have
provided significant data and feedback to evaluation groups assessing and optimizing the complex
logistics of moving brigades and other PLAN units.®? Improvements to this process will be force-
wide, but certainly so for the 1% and 2" brigades, which have the most experience with these
transregional exercises.

All PLANMC brigades are located close to major ports. The 1% and 2" brigades each have access to
rail or roadway networks and can reach loading sites used by the STN 6" Landing Ship zhidui in
Zhanjiang, Guangdong with relative ease. This was publicly demonstrated during the launch of
annual training in January 2018 with an amphibious mechanized infantry combined arms battalion of
the 15 PLANMC brigade embarked on LPDs and LSTs. Public accounts of this exercise showed
loading operations coordinated with surface and aviation forces. However, it was not realistic for a
cross-strait landing.®® In a real scenario, the PLANMC would likely attempt to conceal force
concentration in multiple assembly and standby areas before proceeding to the embarkation point,
upon which efforts would be focused on rapid and smooth loading operations to reduce exposure to
adversary strikes.®

Units of the 3™ and 4" brigades that are able to join the amphibious assault could be expected to
embark aboard vessels of the 5" Landing Ship zhidui in the ETN. However, the apparent lack of
amphibious lift from the PLAA’s watercraft units for the six amphibious combined arms brigades in
the ground forces suggests ETN landing ships may be reserved for their use to ensure fully-formed
amphibious combat units can get ashore. A similar situation applies to the PLANMC’s 5" brigade,
which may not have access to PLAN landing ships.

Existing PLAN amphibious lift is inadequate to the size of the total landing forces.®® Campaign

planners will need to decide on which forces to prioritize. If the PLANMC is not the primary landing
force, it may need to use alternative means to get to landing areas. Recent developments in merchant
shipping may indicate efforts to address this shortcoming. For example, in July 2020 the PLANMC’s

8L SO, TRR B, R, B A M [Shang Wenbin, Yan Jialuo, Liang Jingfeng, Li Youtao], XJ&E4750 FiE 7RG 5k
= F [“Desert Operation Forges Battlefield Primacy in the Snowy Wasteland”], 282 [Navy Today], no. 2 (2016),
22-217.

62 3L, BB K, 423038 [Liu Wenping, Shao Longfei, Yu Wengiang], 7 &35 Z ki BAFT & 215 4% BE 7 [“Chinese
Navy Marine Corps Creates All-Domain Combat Capabilities”], & fX;&Z [Navy Today], no. 10 (2015), 10-17.

S EERFBESEEH RS IRFUESREH [“The Navy Conducts Joint Loading Drills to Improve Coordination”], S}
[CCTV], January 5, 2018, http://news.sina.com.cn/0/2018-01-05/doc-ifyqinzs9137941.shtml.

6 Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 122.

8 “Military and Security Development Involving the People’s Republic of China, 2020,” 117.
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1st brigade mobilized all personnel and equipment from Zhanjiang to conduct landing exercises off
the coast of western Guangdong. Chinese reporting reveals a civilian-operated RO-RO ship at one of
the 6™ Landing Ship zhidui’s loading berths taking on combat troops and Type-05 amphibious armor.
Footage shows the ability to conduct amphibious launch from the RO-RO ship.%® This represents an
important variable in the amphibious lift equation for the broader PLA and suggests that with
appropriate modifications, PLANMC forces may have access to additional lift for assaulting forces.

PLANMC brigades will embark assault echelon and follow-on forces on available PLAN landing
ships, while non-amphibious elements will likely transport by merchant shipping. The 6" brigade
demonstrated the feasibility of this approach during a large-scale projection exercise in July 2019,
embarking forces onto the NTN landing ship dadui and merchant RO-RO vessels using multiple RO-
RO berths in Qingdao, Weihai, and Yantai. Type-05 amphibious vehicles loaded onto LSTs while
trucks, towed artillery, troops, and various other wheeled equipment went on large RO-RO ships. A
total of nine ships were used to transport this brigade.®’ This exercise appears focused on logistics
during maritime transport and may not be reflective of preparations for landing operations; however,
the assignment and disposition of shipping to move this brigade offers some valuable insights. In a
cross-strait landing, assault echelon forces will form the initial waves and may depart vessels under
combat conditions. Thus, these forces will be given higher priority for assigned PLAN landing ships,
while non-amphibious follow-on forces such as light wheeled combat vehicles or towed artillery may
have to wait aboard merchant shipping for lighterage to get ashore. It also highlights the geographic
dispersal of embarkation areas across multiple port areas for a single brigade.

A significant portion of PLANMC forces can load at sea and therefore do not require a port of
embarkation.®® PLANMC amphibious vehicles train regularly in day and night well deck launch and
recovery offshore in amphibious training areas.®® This could prevent congestion in port areas and
mitigate some risk of loading in enclosed harbor areas that may be subject to adversary precision
strikes or mining operations. Additionally, loading for the JILC could take place under the pretext of
amphibious training exercises.

8 This ship was equipped with an improved hydraulically driven stern ramp enabling in-water amphibious launch and
recovery. B &Il — % — S E MR BAR IR EEE M ESUES: IR BAPMAEEM B /1 [“Seeing the Front Line of
Exercises—A Navy Marine Corps Brigade in Landing Combat Exercises to Develop Amphibious Combat Capabilities in
Units”], 523 ™ [CCTV], August 3, 2020,
https://tv.cctv.com/2020/08/03/VIDEINwTywxw4ghBDI7dOgWh200803.shtml.

U ERESRAERY REES EMBESEEIIXEZ [“Focus on Combat Realism in Exercises, Joint Military and
Civilian Trans-sea Projection Exercise on the Jiaodong Peninsula™], J2¥1 /& [CCTV], July 10, 2019,
https://tv.cctv.com/2019/07/10/VIDEHWOgXi5vvwpwTERrgdVX190710.shtml.

8 Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 121.

8 One brigade with the former South Sea Fleet began conducting nighttime armor launch and recovery in June 2014. T =
#H, B3 A, EEE [Wan Yunzhe, Fu Wenjun, Zhou Qiqing], BE %R, $kF#HB ALK — B E MR IR K 88 LiFER
HEIRHF [“Armor Plow into the Sea Waves at Night—A Glimpse of a Navy Marine Corps Brigade Nighttime Afloat
Loading and Unloading at Sea”], AR /&Z [People’s Navy], July 10, 2014, 3.
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Exhibit 4. Type-05 vehicles swimming to their landing ships offshore.”

The PLANMC will be vulnerable throughout the assembly, embarkation, and transit phase,
especially from air threats. Air defense battalions can help protect the force and landing ships at
embarkation areas from low-flying threats, primarily by using MANPADS. These battalions do not
appear to field any vehicle-based radar or SAM systems and will likely be reliant on resources of the
joint forces. An article highlighting post-reform changes to the 1% brigade described air defense
elements conducting “joint air intelligence and early warning” (3Bt & T ETNE) to establish
early warning systems during a landing exercise.” This suggests the 1% brigade can tap into PLAN or
joint early warning networks, though little information is available on how this would work in
practice. Air defense battalions belonging to brigades transferred from former coastal defense units
can also be seen training with older towed anti-air artillery pieces, which may eventually be replaced
with more modern equipment.’

During transit, PLANMC air defense elements take part in amphibious transport fleet air defense.”
One PLAN report from July 2015 indicates that MANPADS units supporting fleet air defense are
under amphibious task force command, which can task ship weapon mounts and PLANMC
MANPADS to engage targets when within range based on ship target tracking.”* Overall, air defense
appears to be an important gap in PLANMC capabilities. However, low altitude threat coverage may

0 R, AR, B2, #AEK [Zhu Hongbin, Li Yanlin, Gan Jun, Hu Kaibing], 100 758 B 94F 121 ZR W B 50
BAFE & [ AR S BA VI 4% [“The Million Nautical Mile March—Reporter Explores the Training of a South Sea Fleet Landing
Ship Flotilla], {82 [Navy Today], no. 4 (2013), 30.

"L Tao and Chen, “Always be the Keenest Force,” 1-2.

2 “New-type Wheeled Combat Vehicles Revealed During Navy Marine Corps Live-fire Training.”

3 For an ETN fleet example, see image by 2= [Li Wu], A R&Z [People’s Navy], August 25, 2017, 2.

™ For an example, see the STN landing ship zhidui LPD Jinggangshan acting as command ship of a landing transport task
force in July 2015.48 &% [Xu Miaobo], Untitled, A Ri&Z [People’s Navy], July 22, 2015, 2; PLANMC embarked

forces are under the command of the PLAN transport fleet commander when embarkation orders are given to the point at
which the assault landing commences. Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 129.
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be sufficient in the JILC as significant air power and naval screens by PLA joint forces will likely be
available to protect transiting forces.”

The exact assignment and configuration of amphibious shipping for the PLANMC in a cross-strait
landing remain unclear. This is not just due to the continued lack of landing ships for such large-scale
operations, but also due to the lack of clarity on force objectives in the amphibious operational area.
Planned operations ashore will ultimately determine PLANMC loading plans and assigned shipping.

Assault Landing and Establishment of a Beachhead

After the amphibious fleet has safely transited the strait and arrived at its objective operational areas,
the critical assault phase of operations for the landing forces then commences. This is the key phase
of the JILC, the objective of which is to conduct a landing assault, secure a beachhead for assault
follow-on forces, overcome enemy counterattacks, and consolidate and expand landing sites.”®
Existing PLANMC forces can probably contribute just six amphibious combined arms battalions to
beach landings, indicating a more limited role among the joint landing forces. However, the new
brigade force structure brings new capabilities that may entail a unique supporting role for the overall
campaign.

Campaign joint command will assign PLANMC forces to landing areas as required by campaign
objectives and the established landing plans. The exact locations of primary, secondary, and false
landing areas are unknown. As amphibious task forces approach deployment zones and advance
force intelligence comes in, task force and landing force commanders will finalize specific landing
sites. Pre-reform PLA landing site requirements indicated landing sections for amphibious regiments
would cover a 2 to 4 km front and battalion landing points would each cover 0.5 to 1 km. Work by
the Naval Marine Academy notes battalion landing points now cover 1 to 2 km.”” This would put the
two amphibious combined arms battalions of a brigade on a 2-4 km section of beach. Indeed, one
brigade’s amphibious assault landing exercises in July 2020 reportedly spanned 3 km of coast off
eastern Guangdong.’®

Prior to the assault phase, infiltrating PLANMC special operations units may have already attempted
sabotage operations against enemy observation posts, command and control facilities, airfields, and
other key sites to disrupt defenders and slow down counterattacks against the landing forces.” These
forces may have gone ashore covertly or been inserted by air. They may even have been delivered
offshore by maritime militia fleets.®

PLANMC assault wave formations primarily comprise relatively fast amphibious armor and assault
craft. The Type-05 series of vehicles, which PLANMC brigades began receiving in 2006, are capable

75 Science of Campaigns, 301-303.
76 Science of Campaigns, 309-311; Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 151.

" This book project was launched by the PLAN’s publishing house Haichao Press in 2012 and was written by personnel
and faculty at the Naval Marine Academy that were involved in the series of research projects on amphibious warfare
theory. Its author states it was written to be authoritative for both PLA-wide and local enthusiast readers. Chen, The Naval
Service Series—Marine Corps, 113-114.

8 RiEF, BALEE [Wu Haoyu, Jia Chengwu], 135 [, /8 LR MR - B EMKRERGEEIIRSTHEES
BE 771 [“Beach Landings, the Sea Dragon Charges Quickly—A Navy Marine Corps Brigade Comprehensively Implements
Training to Improve Coordinated Operations Capabilities”], ARG ZE [People’s Navy], July 9, 2020, 1.

79 Science of Campaigns, 308.

80 8 F1, BrEFFA [Liu Zili, Chen Qingsong], /& R =& M{F5E 54750 [“On the Tasks and Operations of
Maritime Militia Engaged in Naval Warfare”], E 5 [National Defense], no. 11 (2018), 50-51.

17



of reaching 45 kph on water and withstanding 12.7mm rounds.?! Assault gun and infantry fighting
vehicle versions constitute the bulk of amphibious armor for the force with additional command,
salvage, and ambulance versions. The PLANMC’s 122mm self-propelled howitzer vehicle, the PLZ-
07B, is also based on the Type-05 chassis and can swim to shore.®? Assault echelon units will be
capable of launching from landing ships in the deployment zone and joining wave formations
without significant transfer activities, enhancing the speed of landings.

Battalion landing groups will likely go ashore in 5-7 waves, with companies in 2-3 waves. They will
be preceded by engineer elements using rocket-propelled line charges and amphibious breaching
vehicles to clear and mark landing lanes.®® Amphibious armor, such as ZTD-05 105mm assault guns
and ZBD-05 cannon fire, will be in the first waves to lay fire on beach defenses and firing points,
providing cover for infantry arriving on assault craft. These use Beidou satellite positioning to assist
in movement and firing coordinates.?* Battalion-level training activities including live fire against
shore targets during periods of rough weather and low light conditions will help improve vehicle
crew coordination and accuracy.® Additionally, since 2013 PLANMC infantry have improved
coordinated strikes with the individual strike guidance system (25| S#Td7 & %) to direct fires

against enemy positions.®

8 [E 35 22 [ ik A 37 B PR AT % ZE 30 3 25 [ T IR R #8 [“There is Nothing the Chinese Navy Marine Corps’ New-type
Amphibious Combat Vehicle Cannot Overcome in Beach Landings™], 1 [E & 4k [China Youth Daily], April 10, 2009,
http://www.chinanews.com/gn/news/2009/04-10/1640411.shtml; “ZBD-05 Amphibious Infantry Fighting Vehicle,” Army
Technology, undated, https://www.army-technology.com/projects/zbd-05-amphibious-infantry-fighting-vehicle/.

8 pPLZ-07B P B 47483 4@ [“PLZ-07B Amphibious Self-Propelled Howitzer”], 3 [Sohu], August 23, 2017,
https://www.sohu.com/a/166675745 99974130.

8 Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 158; /G ZE1RIE E [k BA ZEHAUE A S0 ME M [“Navy Explores
the Marine Corps in Loading and Ferrying to Prepare for Beach Landings™], 32 [CCTV], November 27, 2019,
https://tv.cctv.com/2019/11/27/VIDEJGw1hp60RceN1h81fuqQ191127.shtml.

U EMRARRER, MBREE L WME F%a5E, WIHEH— XK THE([“Navy Marine Corps in a Beach
Landing, Amphibious Combat Vehicles Show Off ‘Racing’ at Sea and Firing on the Move, Knocking Out the Enemy
Bunker”], S2# ™ [CCTV], November 22, 2019,
http://news.cctv.com/2019/11/22/VIDEFV9iVDghtSLMLNwUQsVV191122 shtml.

8 An August combined arms battalion training exercise reportedly took place with waves reaching over two meters. j§ 2
fi % BA B5 & 7% S2 58 &1 o71)1| 4 [“Navy Marine Corps Day and Night Live Fire Training”], S230 M — 78 & #%8)
[CCTV—Live News], August 19, 2021, https://tv.cctv.com/2021/08/19/VIDE6X1uT8YpzswTolLld2ZQW210819.shtml.
8 =50 [Gao Yi], T /SAN A S Kl BR R B [ 5B 450 A 97 [“A South Sea Fleet Marine Brigade’s Strong Skills in Landing
Exercises”], AREZE [People’s Navy], November 7, 2012, 2; Fa 51 BAIE HE S [ 78 =) /KE BRI B A% ZE [“Landing
Vehicles Hit Hard by Sea Mines in South Sea Fleet Landing Exercise”], F1EZE R [China Military Online], October 21,
2013, http://www.81.cn/jskj/2013-10/21/content 5600354.htm.
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Exhibit 5. 61 Brigade amphibious mechanized infantry battalion conducts shore-to-shore landing exercises in 2021.8

Recent training events indicate the PLANMC is working to better integrate supporting elements into
coordinated amphibious assaults under the new battalion structure. For example, a STN marine
brigade conducting live combat tactics training in southeast Guangdong province in July 2020
combined multiple training subjects simultaneously to conduct an opposed landing. The assault
echelon reportedly passed through “enemy barrage zones” under radio silence while communications
elements (@154 BA) acquired information on enemy searches for friendly radio signals and then

conducted signal jamming against the defenders. Dozens of specialties were reportedly integrated
into the assault training in a seamless progression, noting that previous practices focused on
individual and small group training methods.®

To enhance combat readiness, the 1% Brigade has been analyzing data collected from drills during
“sea training” (;8%k) conducted by all combat units to solve problems in personnel allocation,

ammunition consumption, equipment support, and other areas. Problems addressed include reducing
personnel loads to ensure they can continue to march and fight, accounting for attrition rates, morale
levels, tactics in ammunition supply, and a number of other solutions.® Service support elements are
reportedly providing greater combat support to units on the battlefield. Personnel develop multiple
proficiencies and are capable of driving and working on vehicle chassis. Their performance in
exercises at Zhurihe training events has apparently shown improved flexibility and breadth of support
on the battlefield.*® Keeping equipment in operating condition will be critical since numerous
breakdowns are likely to occur as equipment is stressed in combat.

The PLANMC is unable to concentrate as much force into landing areas as the PLAA amphibious
combined arms brigades. As such, PLANMC brigades may conduct landing operations in support of

87 This image likely depicts a company landing team. “Go Straight to the Front Line of Training.”

8 Wu Haoyu, Jia Chengwu, “Beach Landings, the Sea Dragon Charges Quickly—A Navy Marine Corps Brigade
Comprehensively Implements Training to Improve Coordinated Operations Capabilities,” 1.

% & [Chen Yan], & & 545, REWKE LA - AR RMAENEIRF 6L 2 BIRKF [“Replay Review,
Gunsmoke Rises from the Chinese Military Tent—A Marine Corps Brigade Optimizes Tactics and Training to Improve
War Preparedness Levels”], AR&ZE [People’s Navy], September 15, 2020, 2.

% Tao and Chen, “Always be the Keenest Force,” 1-2.

19



PLAA landings and the overall campaign’s objectives. According the Science of Campaigns, the
JILC would combine both focused assaults and landings in multiple directions. This would attempt to
confuse and disperse defending forces, preventing them from concentrating force against a few
landing areas.®* PLAA forces might concentrate force in the primary landing areas, while the
PLANMC targets secondary landing areas where brigades could be used to strike objectives or
launch rapid offensive maneuvers inland. The threat of PLANMC flanking assaults and operations in
depth may attempt to force defending forces into a passive position and complicate their ability to
mass force against the heavier landing forces in the primary landing areas.* In theory, this could
relieve pressure on the PLAA while it consolidates and expands beachheads and prepares for the
construction of landing bases and the flow of follow-on forces.

Coordination between PLAA and PLANMC units will need to improve to fully leverage such joint
operations. One report on changes and improvements to post-reform joint landing operations by the
STN in early 2018 noted previous problems with coordination. The report cited an instance of a
PLAA battalion taking heavy losses during a joint exercise because it would not wait for the
PLANMC battalion to complete its destruction of enemy firepower in depth before launching its own
assault.®® Furthermore, the lack of attack helicopters in the PLANMC means it will rely heavily on
the PLAA’s aviation brigades to provide rotary wing close air support. Efforts are underway to
improve the ability of PLAA attack helicopters to operate from PLAN landing ships or civilian
platforms.®* However, efforts to better incorporate PLAA aviation into the joint landing forces appear
to be largely concentrated on army landing operations with PLAN landing ships, not in conjunction
with the PLANMC.%

Beyond the Beachhead

The new structure of PLANMC brigades enables a more diverse set of capabilities designed for
combat in a variety of environments. In a cross-strait invasion, these capabilities allow a greater role
for brigade operations outside of the initial amphibious assault. The PLAN’s Party committee’s
“Decision on Thoroughly Implementing the Spirt of Chairman Xi’s Important Speech and
Strengthening the Guidance and Assistance of the Navy Marine Corps” (discussed above)
emphasizes the PLANMC is making efforts to transform itself from a coastal and sea force into one
used in all domains.®® As such, it intends to operate from the sea and air, and on land. In a cross-strait
landing, this would entail PLANMC operations beyond the beaches.

% Science of Campaigns, 309-310.

%2 While not specific to an individual service, the Science of Campaigns JILC description contains these types of
operations. Ibid., 310-311.

% 5 IE, X2, /5 F [Zhang Maoxuan, Liu Jian, Zhou Qiging], BXELEX I, FAVZITR ST - Sk BB BMBUIR N\
HEESWSENIEE S B2 % [“How We Exert Strength in Joint Warfare and Joint Training—Exploration and Reflections
from the South Sea Fleet’s In-depth Promotion of Joint Training”], A % [People’s Navy], January 12, 2018, 3.

% lhid.

% 3%, $B1&, FM5#E [Liu Zhongtao, Hua Ting, Zhou Pengcheng], 7R /AR BA S B [ Al S PA 28 SK 2A 4R BK & 5 [ T8 4% —
SLARYLIE R = B FF [“An East Sea Fleet Landing Ship Flotilla Takes the Lead in Organizing a Joint Landing Exercise—
Multidimensional Delivery Starts Early in the Moring”], ARG Z [People’s Navy], October 24, 2016, 1.

% Original Chinese is “ M358 E £HIZ A E.” #% [Yang Tao], BERESIK (X TRARMELITFE
B AEE IR ER R IS SEERIRE) [“Decision on {Thoroughly Implementing the Spirt of Chairman
Xi’s Important Speech and Strengthening the Guidance and Assistance of the Navy Marine Corps) ], AR&BZE
[People’s Navy], December 8, 2020, 1.
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The addition of air assault battalions to brigades, construction of additional LPD and LHD
amphibious landing ships, and the vertical landing capabilities enabled by the aviation brigade will
expand the PLANMCs ability to conduct “multidimensional landing operations” (37 & & [ {E6K).Y

Helicopter landing zones will be used for the delivery of a battalion of troops to appropriate locations
15 to 60 km in the adversary’s depth, selected to best support the main landing operations. Each
landing zone will contain multiple landing sites, each of which should be 1-2 km? of area for a single
helicopter wave to deliver company-sized units, probably aboard 5-6 Z-8J helicopters.*® Selected
sites will consider the disposition of enemy strength, suitability for landing and mounting a defense,
and ease of target destruction and disruption of enemy reserve units entering the battlespace.® Recent
7" aviation brigade tactical training subjects highlight operations in adversary rear areas, focusing on
adaptive training during nighttime and under radio silence, with low elevation flights to avoid
adversary air defense radar detection. In addition to search and rescue, door gunnery, and materials
delivery, adversarial contingencies were introduced forcing pilots to use alternate landing sites.'®
Transport helicopters are a shortcoming in the PLANMC s current order of battle and it is unclear if
the two known flight dadui have received all their required aircraft. The absence of attack helicopters
in the force could also leave helicopter routes unguarded. With time, the PLANMC will eventually
gain the proficiency required to conduct vertical assaults from the flight decks of PLAN ships such as
the Type-075 and Type-071.

Exhibit 6. PLANMC elements fast rope during vertical assault training exercises.0!

7 “Multi-dimensional landing” refers to the simultaneous execution of landing operations from the sea surface and air. &
ERI=Z B [Academy of Military Sciences], # [E A R ZEZE1E [PLA Directory of Military Terminology] (Beijing:
Military Sciences Press, 2011), 95.

% Chen, The Naval Service Series-Marine Corps, 115-116; Z-8 helicopters can carry approximately 24 troops and can

launch this helicopter wave off the seven spots on the Type-075’s deck. “Changhe Z-8 Transport Helicopter,” Airforce
Technology, undated, https://www.airforce-technology.com/projects/changhez8transport/; &7l BA— K A% = FIAR S

ERETEF28? [“What Kind of Weapons are the Three Ships Newly Commissioned by the South Sea Fleet?”], J23i /Y
[CCTV], April 26, 2021, https://news.cctv.com/2021/04/26/ARTICd3uaMA8ZHOCIa6BXDEz210426.shtml.
% Chen, The Naval Service Series—Marine Corps, 116.

YO SEIBTR, R EF [Fan Xudong, Fu Yuanye], Bfifk 2 /8 8] & % — B R ML A BARM BT = Ak TR ¢TI IR
[“Marine Eagles Break Through the Night—A Navy Marine Corps Shipborne Aviation Brigade’s Flight Training in the
Middle of the Night”], AR&ZE [People’s Navy], July 16, 2020, 1.
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New Journey and Keep the Original Mission and Strive for Greater Glory On the Century-long Struggle. A Navy Marine
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The addition of light mechanized infantry battalions allows for greater mobility inland. While not
equal to the Type-05 series in amphibious combat, ZBL-09 and ZTL-11 vehicles are amphibious
capable and thus may not have to wait for naval lighterage systems to get ashore.® The PLANMC’s
introduction of the ZTQ-15 light tank will further bolster ground warfare capabilities, although the
units receiving this tank and in what number are unclear.%® 1% Brigade continuous firepower assault
exercises in the fall of 2020 indicate the light mechanized infantry battalions will engage the
adversary further inland. They reportedly introduced training scenarios in rapid and continuous
maneuver while facing various adversary attacks and electronic jamming, dealing with units losing
command elements, clearing obstacles, or entering minefields. Units also coordinated with air assault
battalions operating in the enemy’s depth.'* These mobile battalions can make better use of
Taiwan’s roadways to push through layers of defense and possibly link up with air assault or special
operations forces. Coordinated operations from ship-to-shore and ship-to-objective by amphibious,
ground warfare, and air assault units could seek to paralyze Taiwan’s defending forces with attacks
in-depth.

Furthermore, if Taiwanese defenders fail to break the PLA on the coast and are forced inland, they
may need to resort to urban defense as attackers seek to secure port facilities and airfields. Urban
combat is a relatively new subject for the PLANMC. However, it is an important component of the
PLANMC’s “All-Domain Operations.”*?® Urban combat subjects have been introduced into
PLANMC training, such as during cold weather training at the Zhurihe Combined Tactics Training
Base, which notably contains a mockup of downtown Taipei. At this training base, PLANMC units
square off against opposition blue forces in order to improve “offensive combat by PLANMC
combined arms assault groups against a coastal city” (;&Z [ &k BA & i 38 Th BE S 4 71 13 Uk
4).106

Without their own close air support and potential limitations in naval gunfire support, PLANMC
forces will need to bring their own firepower during the course of an inland push. Arriving in the
follow-on forces, PLZ-07B self-propelled howitzers, a number of towed howitzers fielded by
artillery battalions, and the FHJ-02 62mm MRL (operated by chemical defense elements) will
provide a boost to forces expanding landing areas further inland.**” The PLANMC has not been

Corps Brigade: Iron Wings Up in the Sky Flying into Battle to Open a New Chapter”], Sl W-ZFEZEFRiE [CCTV—
Military Report], July 13, 2021, https://tv.cctv.com/2021/07/13/VIDEtNNn7vj9ckM97aiAiNZC5210713.shtml.

102 <“NORINCO ZBL-09 (Snow Leopard) 8x8 Wheeled Armored Personnel Carrier (APC),” Military Factory, July 3,
2019, https://www.militaryfactory.com/armor/detail.asp?armor_id=1079.

108 7 SR E BARSESI T RAERAIRE BERKBAER. MBHBINIRE 245 [“Under the Guidance of Xi
Jinping’s Thought on Strengthening the Army, We Report from Combat Posts, A Navy Marine Corps Brigade: From a
Crack Amphibious Force to an All-Domain Elite”], S W-ZEZ=$R & [CCTV-Military Report], June 2, 2021,

https://tv.cctv.com/2021/06/02/VIDE11UKIaVIFQXS9VkxVJgl210602.shtml.

104 Tao Jiawei, “Go Directly to the Root of the Problem in Full Force,” 2.

1 ZRAL, B2, B2 F [Liang Qingsong, Shao Longfei, Zhou Qiqing], EfTHE %k, RTXHHI'K'H kL [“Real
Combat, Real Training. 'Real' is the Pledge for Troops Grinding in Cold Regions], A 8% [People's Navy], March 4,
2014, 1.

106 ZpEr4E, XIS [Guo Xinhua, Liu Wenping], M 3 XX 5 X i)l 45 & Bt B BA £ 38 1E &% 297 [“Seeing the Marine Corps’
All-Domain Operations Skills Through 3 Instances of Trans-regional Training”], AR &% [People’s Navy], October 21,
2015, 4.
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Marine Corps Artillery Live Fire Photos is Coming”], SR ZE 5 [E {£3& 4[> [PLA News Broadcast Center], May 7, 2019,
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known to operate any vehicle-based MRLs. However, this may soon change. The amphibious
landing competition held by the PLAN in July 2018 displayed a Type-81 122-mm wheeled MRL in
service with the PLANMC.® It is unclear which units are equipped with this capability and how
many are in service. However, the addition of the Type-81 MRL to any of the brigades could enable
greater firepower support for inland operations.

Conclusion

The PLANMC does not appear to be optimizing itself for a traditional amphibious landing against
Taiwan. The force is smaller than the PLA group armies trained and equipped for a cross-strait
invasion. With multiple types of battalions in each brigade, it is not configured for large-scale
opposed landing operations. Compared to the PLAA’s aviation brigades, the single marine corps
aviation brigade, lack of close air support, and the still unconfirmed number of air assault battalions
provide very limited vertical envelopment capabilities. More importantly, the expanding missions of
the PLANMC are focused overseas. As such, the PLANMC on its own will not be the force that
breaks Taiwan.

Nonetheless, the PLANMC will play its part if a cross-strait invasion is launched and various force
improvements will benefit its utility in the JILC. Headquarters is leading an effort to revamp the
abilities of battalion commanders and staff, hoping it can improve coordination of battalion
operations. New training programs are increasing the abilities of the force to transport over long
distances and operate in various environments, including urban areas. Innovations in transport using
RO-RO ships may allow additional amphibious lift for PLANMC forces, providing solutions for an
enduring challenge for the overall JILC. The newly created brigades will eventually bring additional
capabilities to the equation.

With the above limitations in mind, PLANMC scheme of maneuver ashore might be focused on
smaller-scale landing operations combining ship-to-shore and ship-to-objective maneuver and special
operations throughout the depth of amphibious objective areas in support of the larger campaign.
Operations could focus on rapid multi-dimensional landings and maneuver to control vital objectives
and conduct frontal and rear attacks against defenders.’®® The PLANMC is also uniquely positioned
to provide ample amphibious reconnaissance and special operations forces for preliminary
operations.

K, KEEHIRA [“Official Media Reveals the PLA’s Smallest Multiple Rocket Launcher, Small and Powerful with
Amazing Firepower”], 3 — 2 2 R}% [Sohu.com—Military Black Technology], July 16, 2018,
https://www.sohu.com/a/241488349 455745.
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£ [“China’s ZBD-05 Amphibious Armored Infantry Fighting Vehicle Shows its Glory—Seeing the ‘Amphibious
Landings’ of the 2018 International Military Competition’ on Site”], I X =& [Modern Weaponry], no. 10 (2018), 44.
93582, K& [Shi Yixing, Wu Zhidan], BE1ES, % EF A K KW [“Amphibious Operations, an ‘Evergreen
Tree’ on the Stage of Warfare”], 21 ZE$R [PLA Daily], October 2, 2018, http://www.81.cn/jmywyl/2018-
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Senior PRC and PLAN leadership have publicly attached great importance to the PLANMC. The
first commandant of the force stated it would “strive to become a strategic dagger that General
Secretary Xi and the Central Military Commission can trust and upon which they can rely
heavily.”*'% With significant support for their development, the PLANMC will be expected to fulfill a
greater role in future operations, including a large-scale amphibious landing against Taiwan.

110 Kong Jun, “People’s Daily Observation Tower: Highlighting the Features of the Service and Tempering a Strategic
Dagger.”

24



About the Author
Conor Kennedy is a research associate at the China Maritime Studies Institute. He received his MA
from Johns Hopkins University-Nanjing University Center for Chinese and American Studies.

The author would like to thank David Fuquea for providing helpful comments on an early draft of
this report. Any mistakes in this report are the author’s own.



	Report Number: China Maritime Report No. 15
	Title: The New Chinese Marine Corps
	Title 2: A "Strategic Dagger" in a Cross-Strait Invasion
	year: October 2021
	Author: Conor Kennedy


