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specific systems. One frequent PRC -

military commentator conducted a
focused analysis published in the maga-
zine Modern Ships (AKX M) in early
2022 on the Marine Corps’ use of un-
manned ground vehicle-based fires to
gain sea control. After a close analysis
of ROGUE Fires and the features of
the Navy/Marine Corps Expeditionary
Ship Interdiction System, the author
argues the system still has vital flaws.
These include its relatively short range
of 185 kilometers, of which an oppo-
nent need only account for greater dis-
tance from enemy coastlines and islands
during campaign planning, physically
avoiding the threat. The author also ar-
gues for boosting ship defenses against
this threat by strengthening sensors and
interception capabilities. Nonetheless,
the author concludes this system de-
ployed in the First Island Chain could
become a shackle on the PLA, and if
not effectively countered, could lock
the PLAN in the Near-Seas.1>

While it is too early to discern the
PLA’s overall views of Marine Corps
initiatives, this section highlighted the
wide-ranging PRC writings covering
the subject. The perspectives examined
are not final and will evolve as Marine
Corps concepts materialize in major
exercises and deployments, and PLA
counters are developed. Ata minimum,
these sources provide important feed-
back for the Marine Corps and Joint
Force deterrence and warfighting ef-
forts.

Resources for Marines and Sailors

The second purpose of this article
is to identify unclassified, English-lan-
guage resources available to Marines
and sailors. There are so many sources
and so much material available for the
Indo-Pacific, the PRC, and the PLA
that it is difficult to know where to be-
gin. The challenge has only increased
as attention shifted to the region over
the last ten years. Rather than trying to
provide an exhaustive list, the follow-
ing section identifies sources that are
accessible and appropriate for a general
audience.1¢

Websites of Interest
¢ China Maritime Studies Insti-
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tute (CMSI) at the U.S. Naval War
College. CMSI scholars perform
academic research using Chinese
language sources to develop deeper
insight into key aspects of China’s
growing maritime power. Research
is published to inform the Navy and
engage the nation: hteps://usnwc.edu/
Research-and-Wargaming/Research-
Centers/China-Maritime-Studies-
Institute.

Case Anatyses of Public Opimion and PRC

Andrew Chubly

China Maritime Studies “Red Book” No. 16
Chinese Nationalism and the “Gray Zone,”
Case Analyses of Public Opinion and PRC
Maritime Policy.?7 (Photo provided by author.)

Octobes 2028

China Maritime Report No. 15

The New Chinese Marine Corps
A "Strategic Dagger* m a Cross-Strait Tivasion.

China Maritime Report No. 15-“The New
Chinese Marine Corps, A ‘Strategic Dag-
ger’ in a Cross-Straight Invasion.”’8 (photo
provided by author.)

e China Aerospace Studies Insti-
tute (CASI) at the Air Force Air Uni-
versity CASI is a hub for PLA studies
with a focus on aerospace capabilities.
Its mission is to advance understand-
ing of the strategy, doctrine, operat-
ing concepts, capabilities, personnel,
training, and organization of China’s
aerospace forces and.the civilian and
commercial infrastructure that sup-
ports them. CASI provides expert
research, analysis, and translations
of Chinese language sources: https://
www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI.

In Their Own Words:

Science of Military Strategy

2020

Chins Aacompece Skastes tita -2

In Their Own Words: Science of Military
Strategy 2020.79 (Photo provided by author.)

CHINA AEROSPACE

STUOUBIES ITNSTITUTE

“Unrestricted Warfare™ is Not China’s Master Plan
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IDeEAs & Issukes (STraTEGY & Policy)

» Strategic Studies Institute (SSI)
at the U.S. Army War College-SSI is
the U.S. Army’s institute for geostra-
tegic and national security research
and analysis. SSI publishes a variety of
sources related to China and regional

studies: hetps://ssi.armywarcollege.

edu.

* Operational Environment Watch
at U.S. Army Training and Doctrine
Command. A monthly publication
produced by the Foreign Military
Studies Office at Fort Leavenworth,
KS. Operational Environment Watch
provides translated material and ex-
pert analysis: https://oe.tradoc.army.
mil/oe-watch.

* Chinese Tactics, Army Tech-
niques Publication (ATP) 7-100.3.
A starting point to understand how
the Army expects PLA ground forces
to think and act in tactical operations.
Assessments are based on Chinese
source documents and observations
from recent events: https://armypubs.
army.mil/ProductMaps/PubForm/
Details.aspx?PUB_ID=1023379.

ATP 7-100.3

CHINESE TACTICS

August 2021

HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

ATP 7-100.3 Chinese Tactics. (Photo provided
by author.)

e Chinaat RAND-RAND’s China
experts conduct research and provide
analysis on a wide variety of issues
related to the PRC, including the
relationship between national policy
and military power: See https://www.
rand.org/ topics/china.html.

* Indo-Pacific Security at the Cen-
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ter for a New American Security
The Center for a New American Se-
curity Indo-Pacific Security Program
addresses transnational opportunities
and challenges in the region: https://
www.cnas.org/research/indo-pacific-
security.

¢ China and Indo-Pacific Securi-
ty Affairs at the Center for Naval
Analysis. The China and Indo-Pacific
programs provide research and analy-
sis addressing the relationship between
all sources of national power. “The
Center for Naval Analysis’ China
and Indo-Pacific Security Affairs
Division is one of the nation’s larg-
est non-governmental Asian security
analytic groups, with over three dozen
analysts with language skills and in-
country experience.”?! See https://
www.cna.org/centers/cna/cip/china.
* Asia Maritime Transparency
Initiative (AMTTI) at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies.
“AMTT aims to promote transpar-
ency in the Indo-Pacific to dissuade
assertive behavior and conflict and
generate opportunities for coopera-
tion and confidence building. AMTI
aggregates information from news
sources, as well as specially designated
research and nonprofit organizations,
public sector institutions in Asia, and
individuals.”?? See https://amti.csis.
org.

* China Brief at the Jamestown
Foundation-China Brief provides
wide-ranging research and analysis
based on indigenous language sources:
https://jamestown.org/programs/cb.

Conclusion

This article led off with a simple
yet complicated question. Are Marine
Corpsinitiatives causing anxiety in our
adversaries, in particular the DOD’s
pacing threat: China? Ultimately, it
is challenging to provide a simple and
direct answer. China is a nation of 1.4
billion people, and the PLA is a com-
plex bureaucracy—much like the U.S.
military. What can be said definitively
is that the PRC’s defense establishment
is watching the Marine Corps closely.
Cautious in their assessments, observ-
ers know they will need to continue to
monitor the development of concepts

like EABO asitinvolves changes to the
Marine Corps system and organization
that are still being tested and proven.?3
Similarly, U.S. leaders need to carefully
listen to the eyolving perspectives and
discussions contained within PRC
Chinese-language sources to gauge the
effectiveness of deterrence initiatives.

This article will have achieved its
three purposes if readers have an' in-
creased awareness of the conversations
that are occurring in PRC sources,
know where to find English-language
material related to those conversations,
and have an interest in learning more
about how the United States’ primary
competitor in the Indo-Pacific views
the Marine Corps. “China Hands” will
rightly point out that there are many
additional sources available, perhaps
some that are better than those listed
here. The authors hope this article will
spark further conversation.
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