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the resources needed to continue modernizing its naval forces. Given the long-term need to 
conduct far-seas protection and other blue-water missions, it is reasonable to expect the Chinese 
Navy to pursue a new generation of general-purpose surface combatants with greater endurance 
and improved overall capability. 

 
Chinese Navy's Type 052D destroyer Zhanjiang 
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The 130mm main gun of a Chinese Navy Type 052D destroyer conducting a firing drill 

The Rationale for the Chinese Navy to Develop a New Generation of General-Purpose 
Destroyer 

As is widely known, among the Chinese Navy's current active surface combatants, guided-
missile destroyers are the main combat equipment with the strongest comprehensive combat 
capability. Among these, the Type 055 and the Type 052D classes of guided-missile destroyers 
are the principal models. With a full displacement of 13,000 tons, the Type 055 guided-missile 
destroyer is the Chinese Navy's first large surface warship in the 10,000-ton class. It possesses 
advanced radar and electronic systems, a high level of informatization and automation, and 
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unprecedentedly powerful capabilities for air defense, anti-missile, anti-ship, anti-submarine, and 
multi-role combat. Not only is it in a leading position among comparable warships globally, but 
it is even said to be driving the development trend of surface ships in the world today. In foreign 
naval equipment statistics, it is often classified as a cruiser, which largely reflects the outside 
world's assessment of its powerful combat capabilities. 

As of now, the Chinese Navy has completed (or is about to commission) ten Type 055 guided-
missile destroyers. Commercial satellite images show that at least four more are under 
construction on the slipways. After the first batch of Type 055 destroyers entered service, they 
primarily served as a critical component of aircraft carrier formations, or as the core vessel in 
surface action groups and comprehensive mobile naval formations, for long-term deployment 
and continuous mission execution at sea. With the addition of the Type 055 destroyer, which 
possesses powerful long-range strike and comprehensive defensive capabilities, to the Chinese 
Navy's aircraft carrier formations, the PLAN has formed a completely new modern maritime 
combat system. The Type 055, equipped with weapons such as the "Yingji-21" (YJ-21) 
hypersonic anti-ship ballistic missile and advanced defensive systems, is capable of executing 
ultra-long-range devastating strikes against an enemy's aircraft carrier platform from outside the 
combat radius of the foreign military's carrier-borne aircraft. At the same time, the PLAN's own 
carrier-borne aircraft can effectively compensate for the Type 055 destroyer's relative 
shortcoming in outer-layer air defense. Together with Type 055 and other escort warships, they 
form a deep, multi-layered air defense system (long-range, medium-range, and close-range), 
thereby becoming a reliable guarantee for the Type 055 and the aircraft carrier to maximize their 
combat power. 

Of course, the large, state-of-the-art destroyer inevitably has a drawback: the construction and 
maintenance costs are extremely high. Furthermore, judging by the system composition of the 
Chinese Navy's aircraft carrier formations, it is neither possible nor necessary for the escort force 
to be entirely composed of 10,000-ton Type 055 destroyers. Generally, a carrier group mainly 
includes one aircraft carrier, two Type 055 destroyers, 2–4 other combat ships with relatively 
strong anti-air and anti-submarine capabilities, and a comprehensive supply ship. Therefore, it is 
expected that the demand is low for the Type 055 class of surface combatants, based on the 
service numbers and composition of the Chinese Navy's aircraft carrier platforms. 

Another important application of the Type 055 destroyer is to serve as the core platform for non-
carrier naval formations and comprehensive at-sea task groups, executing modern maritime 
strategic, campaign, and tactical missions. Based on the expected needs for near seas defense and 
far seas protection missions, the demand for task groups without aircraft carriers is likely to 
remain for the foreseeable future. Therefore, there is no pressing need for the Type 055 destroyer, 
as a core platform for such formations, to be built and equipped on a massive scale. Additionally, 
with continuous technological advancement, the future Chinese Navy may develop even more  
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The bow of the Chinese Navy Type 055 Destroyer Nanchang (Hull Number 101) 

 
The Chinese Navy Type 055 destroyer Nanchang launches an "HQ-9" Surface-to-Air Missile 
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advanced and comprehensively capable large surface warships. Consequently, most military 
observers believe that the Type 055 destroyer (including its future variants), as a high-end piece 
of equipment, will likely maintain a relatively low proportion within the overall structure of 
Chinese naval vessel equipment for the long term. 

In contrast, the number of Type 052D series destroyers in service has exceeded 30 hulls, making 
it the guided-missile destroyer with the largest number built and equipped by the Chinese Navy 


