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Notes From the CMSI Director

New Quarterly Review. Last month, CMSI launched the CMS/
Quarterly Review, a new publication series. Volume 1 opened with eight
legacy translations focused on the maritime geopolitics of the Belt and
Road Initiative. Going forward, CMSI will release special thematic
editions each quarter, alongside regular issues showcasing CMSI’s
latest scholarship, media engagement, and activities. Issues of the
CMSI Quarterly Review are available for download on the CMSI
website—uvisit https://usnwc.edu/cmsi to access them.

Congratulations to Professor Ryan Martinson. CMSI Professor
Martinson was promoted to Associate Professor this past fall - a long

overdue promotion! In addition, he authored the most viewed article at
the Center for International Maritime Security for 2025. His article,
“Exposed Undersea: PLA Navy Officer Reflections on China’s Not-So-

Silent Service” is well worth reading. Congratulations, Ryan!

The Commandant’s List (Again). CMSI is proud to have our edited
volume, “Chinese Amphibious Warfare: Prospects for a Cross-Straits

Invasion” selected for the 2026 Commandant of the Marine Corps
Professional Reading Program. First included in 2025, the volume has

gained significant traction, with nearly 13,000 downloads from the
Naval War College website. Download your free copy today!



https://usnwc.edu/Research-and-Wargaming/Research-Centers/China-Maritime-Studies-Institute
https://cimsec.org/cimsecs-top-10-of-2025/
https://cimsec.org/exposed-undersea-pla-navy-officer-reflections-on-chinas-not-so-silent-service/
https://cimsec.org/exposed-undersea-pla-navy-officer-reflections-on-chinas-not-so-silent-service/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-studies/8/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-studies/8/
https://grc-usmcu.libguides.com/cmc-reading-list/strategy

CMS/I’s Recent Publications

Erickson, Andrew, “Rigging the Game, PRC’s Oil Structures Encroach on

Taiwan’s Pratas Island,” Jamestown Foundation, 02 September 2025

Sharman, Christopher and Erickson, Andrew, “China’s Future World-Class
Navy: Ends, Ways, Means”in The PLA’s Long March Toward a World Class
Military. National Bureau of Asia Research, 27 October 2025.

Erickson, Andrew and Fong, Brian C. H. (2025) "US-China Rivalry: Great Power
Competition in the Indo-Pacific," Naval War College Review: Vol. 78: No. 2,
Article 10.

Erickson, Andrew, “China’s DF-27 Missile: Threatening Pacific Ships and the
U.S. Homeland” The Maritime Executive, 26 December 2025.

Erickson, Andrew, “The Pentagon’s New China Report: ‘Conventional’ ICBMs,

More Nuclear Weapons and New Aircraft Carriers on the Horizon”,
19FortyFive, 28 December 2025.

Erickson, Andrew, “China Maritime Studies Institute” in The Bridge, Naval War
College Foundation, 29 December 2025.

Martinson, Ryan, “The PLAN Corruption Paradox: Insights from the 1°*
Destroyer Flotilla” China Maritime Studies Institute Report # 49, 13 August
2025

Easton, lan., “Foggy With a Chance of Surprise Attack: PLA Amphibious
Deception in a Taiwan Scenario,” China Maritime Report No. 50, 23 September
2025

Erickson, Andrew., “Confirmed Yuan Huazhi Removed as the PLAN’s Political
Commissar,” China Maritime Studies Institute Note # 16, 04 September 2025

Erickson, Andrew and Sharman, Christopher., “Replacement Removed:
VADM/General Wang Houbin — Naval Star Turned Rocket Force Commander’s
Terminal Trajectory,” China Maritime Studies Institute Note # 17, 20 October
2025



https://jamestown.org/rigging-the-game-prc-oil-structures-encroach-on-taiwans-pratas-island/
https://jamestown.org/rigging-the-game-prc-oil-structures-encroach-on-taiwans-pratas-island/
https://www.nbr.org/publication/chinas-future-world-class-navy-ends-ways-means/
https://www.nbr.org/publication/chinas-future-world-class-navy-ends-ways-means/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol78/iss2/10
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/nwc-review/vol78/iss2/10
https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/china-s-df-27-missile-threatening-pacific-ships-and-the-u-s-homeland
https://maritime-executive.com/editorials/china-s-df-27-missile-threatening-pacific-ships-and-the-u-s-homeland
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2025/12/the-pentagons-new-china-report-conventional-icbms-more-nuclear-weapons-and-new-aircraft-carriers-on-the-horizon/
https://www.19fortyfive.com/2025/12/the-pentagons-new-china-report-conventional-icbms-more-nuclear-weapons-and-new-aircraft-carriers-on-the-horizon/
https://nwcfoundation.org/the-bridge-fall-winter-2025/?mc_cid=40c13e78c5&mc_eid=25ac571f4e
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-maritime-reports/49/
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CMSI Translations

China Maritime Studies Institute (2025) "Maritime Geopolitics of the Belt and
Road Initiative: Volume One Full Issue," CMSI Quarterly Review: Vol. 1, Article
1.

“A New Pillar for Distant Oceans: Concepts for the Chinese Navy's New

Generation of General-Purpose Destroyers”, Shipborne Weapons, July 2025.

“Accelerating the Development of (PLAN) Marine Corps Combat Capabilities
to Win High End Maritime Warfare”, Military Art, no.1 2025

“The Elusive “Deep-Sea Beast”: Analysis of the Performance of the Main

Equipment of the U.S. Navy Virginia-Class Nuclear Attack Submarine,” Navy
Today, 5 May 2025

“Implications of the U.S. Navy’s “Sea Base” Construction for EQuipment

Supportin Cross-Sea Landing Operations,” Traffic Engineering and Technology

for National Defense, no.1 January 2025


https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-quarterly-review/vol1/iss1/1
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-quarterly-review/vol1/iss1/1
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/33
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/33
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/32/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/32/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/23/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/23/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/22/
https://digital-commons.usnwc.edu/cmsi-translations/22/

CMS/I’s Research in the News

Author Michael Peck quotes Ryan Martinson in his Defense News article
“China’s military wants to target US undersea sensor network: analysis”
Defense News, 13 August 2025

Ryan Martinson was cited in an article appearing in the online publication
Ssbcrack News entitled “China Develops Strategies to Counter US Undersea
Surveillance Network,” Ssbcrack News, 15 August 2025

Chris Sharman was quoted by Chris Panella in his article in the Business
Insider “China’s catastrophic South China Sea crash shows how dangerous
high-risk moves at sea can be” Business Insider, 16 August 2025

In the August issue of the U.S. Naval Institute’s Proceedings an article written
by James Fanell entitled “Scarborough Shoal Incident 2.0: The PLAN Inches
Closer to War,” quotes Ryan Martinson, Proceedings, August 2025

Ryan Martinson is cited by The Times of India in an article entitled “China’s
undersea network: Beijing to unveil giant drone submarines in September

aims to challenge US Pacific surveillance,” The Times of India, 20 August 25

lan Easton is cited in an article published by Christina Lin of the Taipei Times
in an article entitled “Japan’s stake in Taiwan’s defense”, Taipei Times, 02
September 2025

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an online article by Cheyenne Ubiera entitled
“China could turn Paracel Islands into submarine trap for US Navy,” Daily
Express US 03 September 2025

The Singaporean newspaper The Straits Times referenced Andrew Erickson’s
Jamestown Foundation report “Rigging the Game, PRC’s Oil Structures

Encroach on Taiwan’s Pratas Island,” The Straits Times, 03 September 2025



https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2025/08/13/chinas-military-wants-to-target-us-undersea-sensor-network-analysis/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/asia-pacific/2025/08/13/chinas-military-wants-to-target-us-undersea-sensor-network-analysis/
https://news.ssbcrack.com/china-develops-strategies-to-counter-u-s-undersea-surveillance-network/
https://news.ssbcrack.com/china-develops-strategies-to-counter-u-s-undersea-surveillance-network/
https://www.businessinsider.com/china-ship-crash-south-china-sea-long-time-coming-experts-2025-8
https://www.businessinsider.com/china-ship-crash-south-china-sea-long-time-coming-experts-2025-8
https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2025/august/scarborough-shoal-incident-20-plan-inches-closer-war
https://www.usni.org/magazines/proceedings/2025/august/scarborough-shoal-incident-20-plan-inches-closer-war
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https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/chinas-undersea-network-beijing-to-unveil-giant-drone-submarines-in-september-aims-to-challenge-us-pacific-surveillance/articleshow/123402169.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/chinas-undersea-network-beijing-to-unveil-giant-drone-submarines-in-september-aims-to-challenge-us-pacific-surveillance/articleshow/123402169.cms
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/editorials/archives/2025/09/02/2003843060
https://www.the-express.com/news/world-news/182496/how-china-could-turn-paracel
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/taiwan-says-china-illegally-deploying-oil-rigs-in-its-waters
https://www.straitstimes.com/asia/east-asia/taiwan-says-china-illegally-deploying-oil-rigs-in-its-waters

CMSVI’s Research in the News (Continued)

The online news outlet Australian Broadcasting Corporation referenced
Michael Dahm and Thomas Shugart’s CMSI Note # 14 “Bridges Over Troubled
Waters: Shuiquiao-Class Landing Barges in PLA Navy Amphibious
Operations” in an article by Henry Zwartz entitled “Classified US Intelligence

warns of China’s preparations for Taiwan Invasion,” ABC News 28 September
2025

Mick Ryan references lan Easton’s CMR # 50 “Foggy With a Chance of Surprise
Attack: PLA Amphibious Deception in a Taiwan Scenario” in a substack article
“Tomahawk, NATO’s War on Russia and Russian Gas Shortages- 28
September Update,” Futura Doctrina, 28 September 2025

The Indian online journal The Tribune referenced lan Easton’s CMR #50 in an
article entitled “Could China conduct a surprise invasion of Taiwan,” The
Tribune, 01 October 2025

Gabriel Honrada referenced Cristina Garafala’s CMR #19 “The PLA Airborne
Corps in a Joint Island Landing Campaign” in his article “Russia quietly arming

China’s paratroopers for Taiwan fight”, Asia Times, 01 October 2025

Gabriel Honrada referenced David Logan’s CMR #33 “China’s Sea Based
Strategic Deterrent: Organizational, Operational, and Strategic Implications” in
his article “China’s Al sea grid aims to render US subs transparent”, Asia
Times, 20 October 2025

CMSI’s edited volume Chinese Amphibious Warfare Vol. 8 was referenced in
an article by Gabriel Honrada entitled “China’s Type 076 blurs line between

carrier and assault ship,” Asia Times, 24 October 2025



https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-29/us-intelligence-warns-china-ferries-built-for-taiwan-preparation/105606720
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2025-09-29/us-intelligence-warns-china-ferries-built-for-taiwan-preparation/105606720
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/tomahawks-natos-war-on-russia-and
https://mickryan.substack.com/p/tomahawks-natos-war-on-russia-and
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/could-china-conduct-a-surprise-invasion-of-taiwan/#:%7E:text=They%20could%20attack%20Taiwan%20with,over%20a%20lot%20of%20time
https://asiatimes.com/2025/10/russia-quietly-arming-chinas-paratroopers-for-taiwan-fight/
https://asiatimes.com/2025/10/russia-quietly-arming-chinas-paratroopers-for-taiwan-fight/
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CMS/I’s Research in the News (Continued)

Daniel Rice’s CMSI Note #6 “Sharpening the Sword: Chinese Navy Aircraft
Carrier Battle Group Defense Zones” was referenced in an article by Gabriel
Honrada entitled “Japan’s next gen missile crafted to crack China’s Pacific

push,” Asia Times, 15 November 2025

lan Easton was quoted in an online article entitled “China’s shadow navy

trains to take Taiwan” by Allison Martell, David Lague, Clare Farley, and

Minami Funakoshi for Reuters, 20 November 2025

Dr. Sarah Kirchberger’s CMR #31 “China’s Submarine Industrial Base: State-
Led Innovation with Chinese Characteristics” was cited by Gabriel Honrada in
the article “Japan’s Yonaguni arming up for a Taiwan war with China”, Asia
Times, 24 November 25

lan Easton was quoted in an article entitled “See How a Chinese Invasion of
Taiwan Could Unfold” by Niharika Mandhana, Daniel Kiss, and Carl Churchill
writing for the Wall Street Journal, 06 December 2025

CMSI Translation #7 “Guarantee of Strategic Security: Expert Discusses
China’s Strategic Nuclear Submarines Achieving Continuous Duty” was
referenced in an article by Gabriel Honrada entitled, “China Builds an
Electromagnetic Kill Zone in the South China Sea” Asia Times, 11 December
2025

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an article entitled, “China’s Push to Master the
Arctic Opens an Alarming Shortcut to U.S.” by Daniel Michaels writing for The
Wall Street Journal, 29 December 2025.

Taiwan’s CommonWealth Magazine quoted CMSI Director, Christopher
Sharman in an article titled, “ "/ tL 1 FE 7, I8 BAEAN A 7 SEE L,
S, R EAS [S3EA49E] 5”7 [The PLA's Justice military exercises—
what's different this time? Larger in scale, closer in proximity, testing Japan's

“Taiwan contingency” theory.” 29 December 2025.


https://asiatimes.com/2025/11/japans-next-gen-missile-crafted-to-crack-chinas-pacific-push/
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CMS/I’s Research in the News (Continued)

The New York Times quoted Joshua Arostegui’s research published in China
Maritime Report #32 in an article entitled, “China Fires Rockets Near Taiwan in
Display of Military Power” 30 December 2025.

Andrew Erickson was quoted in an article published by Bill Gertz in the
Washington Times entitled, “PLA: War games practice for a Taiwan takeover”
31 December 2025.



https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/30/world/asia/china-taiwan-military-drills.html?unlocked_article_code=1.AlA.sWcq.HY6UlClbcVYW&smid=em-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/12/30/world/asia/china-taiwan-military-drills.html?unlocked_article_code=1.AlA.sWcq.HY6UlClbcVYW&smid=em-share
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2025/dec/31/inside-ring-pla-war-games-practice-taiwan-takeover/

Education & Engagement

Joint Enabling Capabilities National Taiwan University SCS
Command Conference
Naval War College Foundation Navy Munitions Command Pacific
U.S Army 167th Theater SENEDIA Defense Innovation Days
Sustainment Command Conference
National Bureau of Asia Research Kings College
Leidos Legal Leadership Workshop Fleet Support
[ISS State Department IVLP Program
CFMCC Hawaii INDOPACOM
Harvard Kennedy School FFRDCs

Links to other China Centers

Click on the links below for additional resources from our partner
organizations in the other Joint and Service-level Professional Military
Education China Centers:

Institute for National Security Studies (INSS)

China Aerospace Studies Institute (CASI)

China Landpower Studies Center (CLSC)



https://inss.ndu.edu/Publications/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/
https://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/CLSC/
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