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Notes From the CMSI Director

e CMSI Applied Research Travel. In January, the CMSI team traveled to Washington, D.C. to
conduct applied research engagements across the interagency, delivering briefings on
latest findings while directly eliciting priority information requirements and warfighter
needs. These exchanges sharpened CMSI’s analytic focus and directly informed the
Institute’s 2026 research agenda. In March, CMSI extended this effort to Australia,
conducting official engagements with the Royal Australian Navy, key think tanks, and
government stakeholders. These discussions established enduring professional networks
and, more importantly, identified specific, actionable opportunities for bilateral research
collaboration aligned with shared maritime security priorities.

e Come Join Our Team. CMSI will soon advertise an Assistant/Associate Professor position
on USAJOBS to strengthen the Institute’s research capacity and analytic impact. The CMSI
Director will distribute the official announcement, including application requirements, upon
release. We also extend our sincere appreciation to Professor Tiffany Tat, who departed
CMSI in January to pursue a new academic opportunity, and thank her for her contributions
to CMSI’s mission.

e CMSI Distribution List Update. CMSI has transitioned to a new dissemination platform to
improve the speed, accessibility, and reach of its publications and announcements. The
updated format features embedded, clickable links forimmediate access to CMSI
products. All legacy subscribers have been migrated to the new distribution list. For new
subscribers—please register to receive CMSI publications via the hyperlink: HERE.

This is an official publication of the U.S. Naval War College’s China Maritime Studies Institute. The views
expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of
the U.S. Naval War College, the Department of the Navy, the Department of Defense, or the U.S. Government.
Approved for public release; distribution is unlimited.


https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNWC/subscriber/new?topic_id=USNWC_C3

CMS/I’s Recent Publications

Erickson, Andrew; Sharman, Christopher and Shaw, Jordan., “Flying Higher
and Higher VADM Cui Yuzhong Moving Up in Complex Times,” China Maritime
Studies Institute Note # 20, 26 February 2026

Martinson, Ryan., “China’s Blue-Water Research Fleet: Science in Service of
Strategy”, China Maritime Studies Institute Note #19, 4 February 2026

Kennedy, Conor., “The Seafarer Profession in Contemporary China,” China
Maritime Report No. 51, 24 February 2026

Dahm, Michael and Shugart, Thomas., “Flooding the Zone: The Use of Civilian
Landing Craft (LCTs) in PLA Amphibious Operations,” #18, 07 January 2026

Easton, lan., “People’s Republic of China Stratagems and Surprise Attacks —

Implications for the Defense of Taiwan,” Naval War College Review, Winter
2026

Erickson, Andrew “Targeting Taiwan Under Xi: China’s Military Forest
Flourishing Despite Toppling Trees” Fairbank Center for Chinese Studies at
Harvard University, 12 February 2026

CMSI Quarterly Review Special Edition "Volume 1 Issue 3 Full Issue — The
Legal Struggle for China's Maritime Power: Strategy, Sovereignty, and
Enforcement,"” CMSI Quarterly Review: Vol. 1: No. 3.
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CMSI Translations

“Uphold the Idea of a maritime Community with a Shared Destiny and Force a
New Chapter in Maritime Military Security Cooperation”, Military Art, no.11
November 2023

“What is the Significance of the PLAN Type 055 Destroyer Zunyi Task Force’s
Distant Deployment to Australia?” Ordnance Industry Science Technology,
no.6 2026

“Sea Dragon Refits Its Armor: The Type 076 Amphibious Assault Ship Ushers in
a New Era,” Shipborne Weapons, no.6 June 2025
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CMS/I’s Research in the News

Chris Sharman was quoted in an article by Joyu Wang entitled “China Creates

New Aviation Mystery with Offshore Warning Zones,” Wall Street Journal, 05
April 2026

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an article entitled “Are China’s Deep -Sea
Mining Vessels Surveilling U.S. Submarines?” by Elizabeth Claire Alberts and
Kara Fox writing for the online publication Inkstick, 30 March 2026

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an article entitled “China charts seabed across

Indo-Pacific to gain undersea military advantage” by Kelvin Chen writing for
Taiwan News, 25 March 2026

The Military Art article Uphold the Idea of a maritime Community with a
Shared Destiny and Force a New Chapter in Maritime Military Security
Cooperation translated by Nick Henderson was referenced by Ramananda
Senguptain his article entitled “China Pushes New Maritime Security Order,”
for the online journal StratNews Global, 25 March 2026

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an article entitled “China is mapping the ocean
floor as it prepares for submarine warfare with the US” by Pete McKenzie
writing for Reuters, 24 March 2026

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an online article entitled “How deep sea-
mining is growing China’s influence in the Pacific” by Kara Fox, Elizabeth
Albertson, Lou Robertson, and Bryron Manley writing for CNN, 24 March 2026

Ryan Martinson was quoted in an online article entitled “Mapping deep sea for

submarine warfare? China’s survey from Pacific to Indian Ocean raises red
flags”, The Times of India, 24 March 2026
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CMS/I’s Research in the News (Continued)

Sarah Kirchberger’s CMR #31 China's Submarine Industrial Base: State-Led
Innovation with Chinese Characteristics, was referenced in an online article
by Gabriel Honrada entitled “China’s all-nuke sub push may trigger an

undersea arms race,” Asia Times, 12 March 2026

Commander Christopher Nelson, USN referenced CMSI as an institution in
his article “Confronting the Navy’s China Education Challenge,” appearingin
the March 2026 issue of Proceedings.

lan Easton was quoted in an online article entitled “How China Could Launch
a Surprise Attack on Taiwan” by David Axe for Trench Art, 08 March 2026

lan Easton was quoted in an article entitled “Holding out: for domestic

munitions supply, Taiwan needs drones. Millions of drones” by David Axe for
the online periodical ASPI Strategist, 20 February 2026

lan Easton was quoted in an online article entitled “Tawain Needs Drones,
Millions of Them” by David Axe for Trench Art, 20 February 2026

Gabriel Honrada referenced CMR #30 A Brief Technical History of PLAN
Nuclear Submarines in his online article entitled “China’s 09V sub signals

shift in Pacific’s undersea power,” Asia Times, 17 February 2026

Gabriel Honrada also referenced CMR# 18 Chinese Special Operations in a
Large-Scale Island Landing, in his article “China’s SDV sub exporting gray-

zone warfare to the Gulf,” Asia Times, 13 February 2026

Andrew Erickson was quoted in the Business Insider article by Robert Leslie and
Chris Panella entitled “Chinese fishing boats have been making some unusual

moves lately in the East China Sea, satellite images and shipping data show,”

Business Insider, 30 January 2026
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CMS/I’s Research in the News (Continued)

Chris Sharman was quoted by Gabriel Dominguez in his article “U.S. and
Japan turn to drones to help offset China’s military advantages,” Japan Times,
20 January 2026

Andrew Erickson was quoted in an article by Chris Buckley, Agnes Chang, and
Amy Chang Chien entitled “Thousands of Chinese Fishing Boats Quietly Form
Vast Sea Barriers,” New York Times, 16 January 2026

Gabriel Dominguez also quoted Chris Sharman in his article “Chinese Navy’s

goal of projecting power around globe gains steam,” Japan Times, 15 January
2026

lan Easton was quoted in the article by Gabriel Dominguez entitled “Civilian or
Military? China Turns to Merchant Fleet to Boost Military Power,” Japan Times,
12 January 2026

lan Easton was quoted in the article written by LT A.J. Douglas and LTJG
Mathew King “Killer Defense: Sea-Denial Lessons from Gallipoli to Taiwan,”
Proceedings, January 2026
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Education & Engagement

Asia Studies Detachment

Harvard Veterans Group / NROTC

Massachusetts Maritime Academy

Institute for Indo Pacific Security

Naval War College Foundation

CLSC Annual PLA Conference

Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade, Canberra

America College of Emergency
Physicians, Gov. Services Chapter

Australia Defense Force Academy

Australia Strategic Policy Institute

University of Sydney, United States
Studies Center

National Center for Medical
Intelligence

Macquarie University

Lowy Institute

Air Command and Staff College

National Defense University

Naval Reserve Center Augusta GA

Florida National Guard

OPNAV N5 Joint Staff J5
Office of the Secretary of War Jamestown Foundation
VR1/VR53 Washington Interagency

Links to other PME China Centers

Click on the links below for additional resources from our partner

organizations in the other Joint and Service-level Professional Military

Education China Centers:

Institute for National Security Studies (INSS)

China Aerospace Studies Institute (CASI)

China Landpower Studies Center (CLSC)



https://inss.ndu.edu/Publications/
https://www.airuniversity.af.edu/CASI/
https://ssi.armywarcollege.edu/CLSC/
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